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A New Work of Major Consequence 


NEW TESTAMENT 
MMENTARY 


A GENERAL INTRODUCTION TO 


AND 


A COMMENTARY ON 


The Books of the New Testament 


Edited by HERBERT C. ALLEMAN 
Complete in One Volume 


WENTY-EIGHT LUTHERAN SCHOLARS contribute to 
the making of this commentary and its introductory studies. 


AG COVERS THE ENTIRE NEW TESTAMENT, book by 


book, chapter by chapter, carefully, reverently. It is evi- 
dence that exact scholarship and devout spirituality can be 
united. 


INE INTRODUCTORY ESSAYS deal with the New Testa- 

ment world—times, nations, religions, cultures; with the 

Book, its manuscripts and versions; with the person, life 
and work of Jesus; with the life and work of Paul; with the great 
Christian doctrines; with the Church—organization, worship, polity; 
with the chronology of the New Testament; and there is a practical 
essay on teaching the New Testament. 


HE SCOPE OF THE COMMENTARY in treating each 
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problems of criticism, the results are stated conservatively. Then 
follows the commentary proper. This is conservative, but modem; 
critical, but constructive; scholarly, but simple; comprehensive, but 
concise; brief, but complete; analytical, but flowing. 


Clie HAS BEEN TAKEN to make the style discursive rather 


than homiletical: thus giving a complete grasp and ready 
understanding of the passage commented upon. 


HE NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY WILL PROVE 
USEFUL to PASTOR, TEACHER and GENERAL READ- 


ER: to everyone who studies devoutly the New Testament 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Cloth Bound. Large 8vo. 720 Pages 
$3.00 a Copy 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Understanding The £o10's Supper 


How much beauty--and power—and fellowship there is in it when we look below the surface 


The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, we know is 
the most sacred and solemn act of all Christian worship— 
the personal communion of the living Saviour with each 
individual heart, yet it must be regretfully acknowledged 
that there are many professing Christians who know so 
little or nothing about it, and therefore lose so much of 
the beauty and power of this sacrament, 


We may perhaps find a deeper understanding of 
this sacrament in reminding ourselves of the need of re- 
creating and re-enacting the drama of the Last Supper. 
Jesus uses the simple, handy symbol for the continuance 
of their fellowship and love. The atmosphere must have 
been filled with tenseness and emotion. Jesus was trying 
to reassure the disciples and give them something which 

_would effectively enable them to keep this moment alive 
“in their hearts. This was not simply another ceremonial 
feast. It was a communion of hearts. 


The scene in the upper room in Jerusalem was that 
oi a closely united group meeting together for what is 
probably the last time, they know. They wonder what 
will happen to them, what Jesus will do, and what they 
ought to decide upon while they have a chance. 

Now we can understand such soul-searching ex- 
periences. When we are 
with people we love, 
have worked with, and 
shared with, we find a 
farewell hard to say. 


The Words of 
Institution 


In the midst of these 
circumstances, Jesus in- 
stitutes the Lord’s Sup- 
per. The words of in- 
stitution are found in 
Gospels according to St. 
Matthew 26:26-52; St. 
Mark 14:22-24; St. Luke 22:19, 20 and in St. Paul’s first 

‘letter to the Corinthians 11:23-25. 


The Significance 

“A sacrament is a holy ordinance appointed by God 
in which, by visible means, He bestows and seals His in- 
visible grace.” “The sacraments communicate grace only 
as they are received and appropriated by faith.” 

Our Lord’s words, “Take, eat” and “Drink of it,” 
plainly teach that the sacrament is not complete until 
used as He directed. Every Christian, therefore, who is 
faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ, will certainly be faith- 
ful in the reception of this Holy Sacrament. 


When our Lord said, “This is My Body,’ He de- 


‘clared unmistakably that when His people eat and drink 
the sacramental bread and wine, He gives them His true 
Body and Blood. The straightforward interpretation of 
our Lord’s words is, “The Real Presence.” It is beauti- 
fully stated in the explanation of Martin Luther: “The 
Sacrament of the altar is the true body and blood of our 


Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and wine, instituted 
by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat and drink.” 


or The Benefits 

The benefits of the sacrament are expressed in the 
words, “Given for you” and “Shed for you for the re- 
mission of sins.’ Christ takes our place. He suffered 
death in our stead. He who does not come to the Lord’s 
Supper must be unaware of his need for forgiveness, 
unconscious of his feebleness of life, ignorant of his need 
of salvation. 

Youth’s Response 

We as the youth of the Church need the assurance 
of redemption which the Lord’s Supper gives. Our lives 
are continually beset. Our wrestling is not with flesh 
and blood, but with principalities, powers, hosts of 
wickedness in heavenly places. 

We must have heavenly help. Our hearts grow 
weary and afraid. As we trudge along the pathway of 
life the dust settles thickly upon us. 

Conscious of faults and failures we are subject, 
through the machinations of our great foe, to doubt, 
despair and other great and shameful sins. 

We should show forth the benefit and power of the 
feast which we alone 
have in its purity, in 
purer and fuller lives. 

We should not need 
to be urged to come to 
such a table as our Lord 
spreads for us, we should 
not need to be warned 
against neglect of a priv- 
ilege like this. 

We should manifest, 
in the face of tempta- 
tion of every sort the 
strength of those who 
feed on heavenly food. 

It should not only be our desire, but our most zeal- 
ous aim to vindicate the beauty of truth and the power 
of a true faith, by receiving and using to the utmost 
all the richer gifts of grace that our gospel offers us.” 


Christ has provided that we can come again and 
again as often as we feel the need and have fresh as- 
surance, and receive anew the seal of remission. 


He has provided the means of grace, the impartation 
of Himself, food of Heaven, for the hungry soul, strength 
for the weary, gracious renewal of life, in communion 
with Him. 

Strange that any should neglect the offered gift. It 
must be that only the sinner who, does not feel his sin, 
stays away when the table is spread, and the food for the 
soul is offered. 

The Communion Call is insistent. Our Soul hears 
it. The Guest and Host Divine awaits our pleasure. Let 
us hear His loving call in this rich, spiritual Feast and 
Privilege. 
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NEW YEAR’S EVE 

Gerald sat at the table reading a new book which 
his uncle had given him for a Christmas present. Father 
and mother and his older brothers and sisters had been 
talking about sitting up to see the old year out and 
the new year come in. Gerald had begged to stay up, 
too, but they had laughed at him and said he would 
go to sleep. He had eagerly protested that he was not 
the least bit sleepy, and at last mother had consented to 
his staying up. It had seemed a long evening, and 
though he would not confess it, he was beginning to 
wish that he was in his cozy bed. As he looked up for 
a moment from his book he saw the door open and a 
very old man come into the room. He had a long white 
beard and walked very feebly; under his arm he carried 
a large black-covered book. He came up to Gerald and 
laid the book beside him on the table. 

“Do you know who I am?” he asked, looking at 
Gerald. 

“No, sir,” Gerald answered. 

“T am the Old Year,’ he replied. “I heard you 
wanted to see me go, so I have come to say good-bye.” 

Gerald did not quite know what to answer; he felt 
rather shy and uncomfortable. However, he tried to 
be polite. “Won’t you sit down?” he inquired. 

“No, no,” answered the old man; “I must not stay, 
but I thought you might like to have a look at your 
book before I take it away.” 

“My book?” questioned Gerald, glancing at the large 
volume as it lay on the table. “That isn’t mine.” 

“Oh, yes, it is,” said the old man. “It is your year; 
you may look at it if you like.” 

Gerald opened it and glanced at a few pages. Cer- 
tainly there was a good deal of his writing in it, and 
how badly some of it was done! Here was a page cov- 
ered with blots, and here another in which the writing 
was so careless he could hardly read it. Now and again 
he came to a page so nicely written that he could hardly 
believe that the writing was his own, but they were 
few and far between. 

“T don’t remember writing all this,” he said at last, 
“though some of it I seem to know,” 

“Tt is all yours,’ answered the old man. “Every 
day I have brought you a fresh page and you have filled 
it up somehow or other, Now it is finished; what do 
you think of it?” 

“T think it might have been a whole lot better,” 
said Gerald, who was a truthful boy. “I wish you would 
give me a few more clean pages and let me try again.” 

The old man slowly shook his head. ‘No; oh, no!” 
he answered solemnly. ‘The book is finished, you may 
not touch it now; I must take it away,” and he laid his 
thin hand on the book. “But listen, even now I hear the 
footsteps of the New Year; you have done with me; 
good-bye.” 

He seemed to gently fade away, taking the book 
with him, and in his place Gerald saw a beautiful little 
child. Clasped in his dimpled arms he held a lovely 
volume with white and gold covers. “I am the New 
Year,” he said, smiling at Gerald, who gazed at him in 
wonder, 

“And is that beautiful book for me?” said Gerald, 
eagerly stretching out his hands. 
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“Ves,” answered the child, “but I may not give it 
to you now. You will have a page ata time,” and he 
opened the volume and handed Gerald one of its beauti- 
ful white pages. Gerald took it reverently, fearing to 
soil its dazzling whiteness. “Oh!” he cried earnestly, 
“I will try, oh, so hard, to do better.” 

The little figure smiled gently, and Gerald heard 
music, and voices singing: 

“Another year is dawning; 
Dear Master, let it be, 

In working or in waiting, 

Another year with Thee. 


“Another year of progress, 
Another year of praise * * *” 
“Wake up, Gerald dear, and join in our hymn. In 
a few minutes the New Year will be here.” 


It was mother’s voice, and Gerald sat up and rubbed 
his eyes. The others were gathered around the piano 
singing the hymn he had heard in his dream, and with 
his hand in mother’s he stood up and joined with them. 


And that was how Gerald saw the New Year come in. 
—Theodore Horton, in “Exchange” 


OUR NEW YEAR FRIEND 

Here is a man who was born in an obscure village. 
He was the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in 
another village. He worked in a carpenter shop until 
He was thirty years old. For three years He was an 
itinerant preacher. He never owned a home. He never 
traveled over two hundred miles from the place where 
He was born. He never did one of the things that usu- 
ally accompany greatness. He had no credentials but 
His own. 

While still a young Man, the tide of public opinion 
turned against Him. His friends ran away. One of 
them denied Him. He was turned over to His enemies. 
He went thorugh the mockery of a trial. He was nailed 
upon a cross between two thieves. When He was dead, 
He was taken down and laid in a borrowed grave 
through the pity of a friend. Nineteen centuries have 
come and gone and today He is the center-piece of 
human progress. 


I am far within my mark if I state that all the 
armies that ever marched; that all the navies that were 
ever built; that all the kings that ever ruled and all the 
parliaments that ever sat would not affect the life of hu- 
manity as has this one solitary life—Jesus Christ. 


BLESSINGS 


Do you pause when the day is ended, 
And count up the blessings received— 
Gifts from a dear loving Father, 
Who so kindly supplies every need. 


The sunshine and rain which He giveth, 
The blossom, the fruit and the grain, 
All these are proof that He liveth, 


And loves us—tho’ children of men. 


Tho’ often we grieve the dear Father 
By action, by thought and by word, 
Yet ever He’s willing to pardon 

And guide us through life Heavenward. 


Then let us remember to thank Him 
For blessings received day by day 
Thank Him with praise, and by Serving 
Others in need on life’s way. . 


—MRS. D. A. KOMMEL 
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The Headquarters’ Window 


Ghe New Year 


The road of life is hard: 


Than any man’s; who saith 


A Happy New Year 


Happy New Year to all, a year of happiness 

which comes from activity of blessing following 

from earnestness, and of good results from un- 

divided attention to the work of the Church and 
the League. The Topics should be an instruction to all 
who use them. The Review hopes! to be an incentive to 
better work by its articles upon the objects and methods 
of the Church, its Topics, Comments, Church News, 
Reports of Conventions and League doings. A larger 
circulation and an increased number of friends will en- 
able us to improve the Review and make the editing 
staff happy throughout the year 1937. 


Now Is The Time 


Begin now to pay your dues and by the end of the 
year there will be no heartaches or headaches because 
of unpaid accounts. 


Forward! Forward! 


ET there be a distinct advance in 

the work of your League in your 
I congregation. For the local con- 

gregation is the field of its legiti- 
mate activity. This will require activity; 
and there must be planning and providing 
to make this activity effective. Write 
these words large: Diligence, Energy, In- 
dustry, and throw into them the full force 
and meaning of definite purpose for pro- 
gress. The president and officers, the 
chairmen and the members of the various 
committees should act. Let them lead the 
van. Consult with the Pastor, lay the 
plans before him, and get the League into 
line for better and improved work. In- Q 
spire and deeply interest your members 
in the legitimate work of your League; 
and by having every member intelligently 2 
informed and heartily interested, make a i 
definite advance. ) 


O New Year, teach us faith! 


When our feet bleed and scourging winds us scathe, 
Point thou to Him whose visage was more marr’d 


‘Make straight paths for your feet” and to the opprest— 
“Come ve to Me, and I will give you est.” 


he Lord Invites Us 


N view of the declaration of the United Lutheran 
Church at the convention in Columbus, Ohio, and 
the slogan proposed, “The Whole Program of the 
Whole Church,” it seems but proper as we think 

of the Church’s program and service, that there should 
be some brief consideration of the Lord’s Supper and 
our response to this blessed sacrament. In our prepara- 
tion for it, our prayer should be: “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” While 
we commune, our prayer should be, “Cast me not away 
froms Thy Presence.” After we commune, our prayer 
should be, “Take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.” 

May we all hear our loving Master’s call as He bids 
us come, for all things are ready. Then to follow Him, 
pattern our life after Him and in His Name serve our 
fellowmen. With the worthy preparation of living faith, 
we should come to the Lord’s table. 


You Will Never Forget It 


F you set aside a few extra dollars 

for a vacation treat next summer, 

or if a generous uncle offers to 

help defray the expenses of a trip 
of your own choosing, decide right now 
to attend the 21st Biennial Convention of 
the Luther League of America, at Spring- 
field, Ohio, from July 5-9. Be sure to put 
a red mark around these dates on your 
calendar; for we can promise you that 
they will be red letter days in your ex- 
perience. A Luther League Convention 
with its fellowship with thousands of 
young people of your own faith and 
Church, well-planned programs that hold 
your attention, offer something worth 
while, social events that crowd into the 
convention days—all combine to make the 
convention the high spot in the League 
work. Plan now to attend. You will never 
forget your attendance at this convention. 


What’s On. Your Mind? 


The Executive Committee of the Luther League of America will hold its Annual 
Meeting in Philadelphia, Pa., January 18-20. Any State or Synodical Luther League 


having official business with the Executive Committee should communicate same to the 


Headquarters prior to January | /th. 
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Cl New York Leaguer Visits Tsing Tas ‘Mission 


By George G. Harrer, Utica, New York, Vice-President Mohawk Valley District Luther League 
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1. City and Beach of Tsing Tao 1. Rev. P. P. Anspach (ex- 1, Old Church in Tsing Tao 
Children in the Lutheran School now treme right) with Chinese 
standing on site of the new Community Pastor and Book Shop Clerks 2. Interior of Old Church in Tsing Tao 
Center Church. ae Onaan oe T 

3. Girl’s Seminary—Tsing Tao ‘ Fe ae a eae ee 3. Mission Hospital in Tsing Tao 


Having had the aid of Rev, C. H. Reinbrecht while 
still at home planning’ my trip through northern China, 
I had looked forward to spending at least two days in 
Tsing Tao. Due to misinformation on train schedules 
on my way down from Peking (now Peiping), however, 
I was obliged to waste a day in Tein Tsin. Trains don’t 
run every hour in China, so when I finally got one to 
Tsing Tao involving a change of stations and a four-hour 
wait at Tsinanfu in the small hours of the morning, I 
considered myself lucky. 

Shantung Province, in which Tsing Tao is located, 
is the “Holy Land of China.” It was here that Con- 
fucious taught, and here, near Tsinanfu, is the sacred 
mount with the grave of the ancient sage, which still 
attracts thousands of pilgrims. Most of the countryside 
of this province looked much more fertile and prosperous 
than did the dust-swept plains of other parts of northern 
China. 


Lutheran Hospital. 


On nearing Tsing Tao, many signs of an industrial 
city became evident. Several spinning mills were just 
releasing their employees from the labors of the day as 
my train went by, 

The main public buildings of the city as well as the 
railroad itself, had been built by the Germans who occu- 
pied the city prior to the World War. They gave the 
city a much different appearance from the usual Chinese 
city of one-story houses surrounded by walls. I was 
greatly surprised and more than a little pleased when 
I walked into the station and found a waiting room with 
panelled walls and ceiling, and a large, open fireplace. 
Even the typical German efficiency in running things 
seems to have survived to the present Chinese administra- 
tion. Instead of being surrounded by twenty-five yelling 
rickshaw men and having my luggage pulled in all direc- 
tions at once, I found orderly lines of rickshaw men and 
carriages waiting to serve newcomers at the station. 
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2 The German 
Friend on left; George G. Harrer, writer 
of this article, on right 


Ready to sail from Tsing Tao. Newspaper 


I had discovered just one other foreigner aboard the 
train—a young Chinese-born American fellow who had 
friends in Tsing Tao. We engaged a carriage pulled by 
two donkeys and driven by a man that looked, and 
probably was, a Russian. After safely landing my friend, 
the next hour was spent in driving in all directions about 
_ the city, trying vainly to locate the Mission Even after 
I had called up a member of the American Consular 
staff at his club, and had him instruct my driver in 
Chinese over the phone, we made several false starts 
before he finally picked up the scent. There was just 
enough daylight left for me to see, in large black letters 
on a white wall, directly ahead, the words, “Lutheran 
Mission Hospital.” It certainly looked good. 

Directly to the left of the hospital building itself, 
was the home of Rey. Anspach. Here I found a hearty 
welcome and soon accepted the invitation of Rev. and 
Mrs. Anspach to stay for the night. 

After having made plans to utilize the next morning 
to its fullest extent, Rev. Anspach introduced me to a 
group of Christian Chinese gentlemen who were conven- 
ing with him that evening for a discussion or meeting 
of some sort. They represented the more enlightened 
type of Chinese business men and all seemed to speak 
and understand English. All were completely dressed 
in foreign style clothing; that is, American or European 
style. As I had very little sleep for several days, I soon 
took leave of this group and retired forthwith. 

The next morning I was awakened by one of the 
Anspach children practicing on the piano. As I am very 
fond of music of all sorts and am a “piano diddler” 
myself, this, to me, was a very agreeable way of being 
awakened. The weather was rather disagreeable, but it 
had ceased raining when we started out, after breakfast, 
so I had both my cameras ready for action. 

Our first stop was at the old Church which had 
been in use for a long time and finally been outgrown. 
This property had been sold, but not yet vacated, as the 
new, larger quarters in what had formerly been the 
German Club, were not yet prepared for the congregation. 

Adjoining the old Church is the Christian Book 
Shop. Here I met several pleasant Chinese gentlemen 
among whom was the pastor of the Church and the 
- proprietor, or rather custodian, of the book store. After 
having visited the interior of the Church and taken some 
stills and movies of both buildings and people, we went 
on to the location of the present Luther League Project. 

A pastor’s residence, a school, and a dispensary now 
occupy the grounds. According to the plans, these old 
buildings will be torn down to provide quite a large space 
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for the new Church and school, making the whole unit 
a splendid community center‘for this crowded industrial 
district of the city. 

As we drew up before the typical wall enclosing the 
school yard, I noticed a group of children playing in the 
street outside. When I stepped back a few paces to get 
a picture of the buildings, they followed, so I had an 
excellent opportunity of ‘“‘snapping” them as_ typical 
representatives of the people, at least of the “younger 
set,” to be served by the new project. 

Entering through a gate in the wall, we came upon 
a large number of children playing in the schoolyard. 
We were greeted by several teachers and the principal 
who had the boys go through some gymnastics called 
“Chinese Boxing,” for the benefit of my cameras. 

This school is partially supported by the Chinese 
government which gratefully cooperates, as there are not 
nearly enough public schools to supply the demand. How 
much better it will be when the new, larger school will 
also be able to accommodate those now necessarily left 
in the streets! 

On the way back to the hospital and Rev. Anspach’s 
home, we passed another building of the Mission in 
which girls are taught for work in the mission field. 

At the hospital I was introduced to the head nurse 
and another gentleman and his wife, whose further 
acquaintance I would have liked very much to have made, 
but whose names I cannot remember. As I am notor- 
iously absent-minded and never remember names, I’m 
sure they -will forgive me. 

The nurse conducted us through the hospital which 
was obviously over-crowded, but they seem to manage 
somehow. Over a dozen men were in one small room 
and even the corridors contained beds. 

An operation was being performed on a young Chris- 
tian Chinese man who was only under a local anesthetic. 
This was very interesting, being the first time I’d ever 
witnessed the performance of an operation. I took a 
still and a motion picture shot, both of which turned out 
good. As it was nearly time to leave, I returned to Rey. 
Anspach’s home to get my bags. 

Before boarding the steamer to Shanghai, Rev. Ans- 
pach drove about the city so I could see the old Ger- 
man fortifications and the beach. As Tsing Tao is a 
leading summer resort of the Orient, preparations for 
the coming season were just beginning during my visit in 
May. Therefore, the great bulk of the passenger traffic 
was toward, rather than away from the city, so I felt 
safe in purchasing a third class ticket to Shanghai on a 
Japanese boat, the “Tsing Tao Maru.” 

Fortunately I met a young German news writer, also 
traveling third class, so’ the trip was very pleasant. He 
practiced his’ English on me and I practiced my German 
on him. 

As we slowly left Tsing Tao in the distance, I 
reflected that on future visits I should certainly take 
enough time to see things more thoroughly, I had seen 
the manner in which the American Lutheran Mission 
contacts and benefits hundreds of people of all classes 
and ages. Besides this, there are rural congregations in 
several directions outside the city. 

The seed is sown and deserves a bit of help in the 
cultivation, on our part, that the harvest may be large 
and pleasing in the sight of God and man. 


On to Springfield! That is the “slogan” of Luther 
Leaguers these days as time marches on. July is the 
month and 1937 is the year. It is the Bi-ennial Conven- 
tion of the Luther League of America, in Springfield, 
Ohio, that we’re speaking about. The tentative dates 
for the convention are July 5th to 9th. Of course, many 
Intermediates will be there. In fact, most all who will be 
there were Intermediates before becoming Seniors. 

But we Intermediates not only want to be there, 
but there with something. Down at Charleston, in 1935, 
we were there with a big essay contest that proved to be 
the “talk of the town.” Likewise we want to “show our 
stuff’ out in Springfield and here is how it can be done: 

1. Through a National Debate this time, open to 
all Intermediates. This will ge a nation-wide contest, 
beginning in every local Intermediate League, extend- 
ing through the districts and the states, and finally wind- 
ing up at Springfield. 

2. More to the point it means taking the debate 
subject which is, “Resolved, That a Christian Cannot 
Engage in War of Any Kind,’ and debating it within 
the membership of every Intermediate League and select- 
ing the best debator, either from the affirmative or nega- 
tive side of the question. The second step is to bring 
all local League winners into debate within District lines, 
selecting the District winner. The final preliminary step 
is to bring all District winners together at their respec- 
tive State conventions (if said conventions are held prior 
to Springfield convention, otherwise by special arrange- 
ment in advance thereof) to compete for State honors. 
The winner of each State contest is then sent to Spring- 
field to compete for national honors. 


The Rules 

1. The subject of the debate is, “Resolved, That a 
Christian Cannot Engage in War of Any Kind.” 

2. Either side of the question may be selected. 

3. Five minutes allowed for the presentation of ma- 
terial (whether affirmative or negative), and two minutes 
for the rebuttal. 

4. Notes may be used for the rebuttal, but not for 
the presenting of material. 

5. Intermediates taking part in the debate at Spring- 
field must be between the ages of 13 and 16 as of 
March 1, 1937. 

6. The judging will be done on the basis of materi- 
als (50 per cent), delivery (25 per cent), and rebuttal (25 
percent). 

What To Do Now 

Let each League organize a Debate Contest Club at 
once. Get acquainted with the rules set forth above. 
Arrange to have local finals by February 15, 1937. In 
the meantime plans will be worked out and notification 
given local Leagues for holding of District contests. 
Following these will come the several State contests. 
Your individual State Intermediate Secretary will ac- 
quaint you with the plans for said contests. Before this 
article is read by anybody, I will have a long letter in 
the hands of all State Intermediate Secretaries setting 
forth the Contest and suggesting ways to proceed with 
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the District and State contests. But before hearing from 
them get busy with local contests. If your State Secre- 
tary fails to inform you on further details of the contest 
please write to me. If you don’t know who I am, just 
ask the big, bad Wolf of the Luther League of America. 

Interested Intermediates Interpreting Interactions 

The above 4-I Slogan Contest, first explanied in my 
October Review letter, received only two replies. Strange 
to say the two Intermediates replying come from the 
same League, St. John’s, Jacksonville, Fla. Their names 
are Miss Marjory Ingram, aged 14, and Miss Dorothy 
Smith. Dorothy was too modest or just didn’t think to 
give her age. To each of these two girls goes a book 
for their interest as Intermediates in interpreting in- 
teractions. Congratulations to Marjory and Dorothy. 

Marjory’s essay is as follows: 

As Intermediate Luther Leaguers, we come between the Juniors— 
or Beginners—and Seniors, and are in a position to profit by our 
mistakes as Juniors, pressing, as St. Paul says, “‘toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

After a period of inactivity during the Summer, when we hold 
only occasional meetings and the attendance is small, our interests 
are revived with the advent of Fall, for then we resume our meet- 
ings and study together the topics mapped out in the Luther League 
Review. 

Each monthly topic has some activity and project to keep the 
Intermediates busy and out of mischief, on Sunday especially, and also 
into practical service for the work of the League and for God, here 
at home and abroad. These topics are not only interesting but in- 
structive and helpful, coming under the 4-I Slogan—*Interested 
Intermediates Interpreting Interactions.” 

Each Sunday stress is put upon one topic, on a sub-topic of 
the main subject, in which Intermediates take a great deal of 
enjoyment and pride, to get together during their meeting and inter- 
pret the interactions. The songs, scripture and prayer help to bring 
the religious emotion into the program. The discussions also help the 
Intermediates to have individual interest in the work of the League, 
their thoughts so occupied with the lesson taught in the topic that 
they strive to lead lives in accordance therewith. The round-table 
discussions develop character and help to make leaders, for it is 
there that each Leaguer has an opportunity to express his or her 
thoughts and opinions, and usually there is much enthusiasm in 
these gatherings. 

_All in all, it is interested young Leaguers discussing every day 
subjects together. 


Dorothy's essay: 

After the three summer months of inactivity the League should 
be reorganized and a program mapped out with the help of the 
Luther League Review for the following nine months. These pro- 
grams should be interesting and easy to understand, but yet instruc- 
tive and beneficial, The topics should be subjects which can be ap- 
plied to the Leaguer’s everyday life and make him a better citizen 
in Church, at home, and in school. 

Friendly, good-natured discussions help greatly to create a sense 
of rivalry and to increase the interest in the lesson. Contests also 
help to keep that interest alive. 

In addition to the lesson, the prayers, hymns, and scripture 
passages add ta the devotional theme. Each month stress should be 
placed on one certain topic and that thought carried on in the follow- 
ing weeks. 

In the course of the year each Leaguer should learn to properly 
conduct a business and devotional meeting without the slightest hesi- 
tation or nervousness. After conducting the program several times, he 
will understand the time and work that is required and will appreciate 
the effort more fully. 

The many activities keep him busy and out of mischief, and yet 
apply practical service to the work of the Church both at home and 
abroad. 

The work and chance for self-expression before persons of his 
own age develops the self-confidence of the Leaguer and makes him 
an important member and worker for the Church in later years. 


The January “EYE” 

If the above title doesn’t make sense, I would recom- 
mend that you refer back to my letter in the October 
Review. Therein you will get a bird’s eye view of what 
I’m talking about. 

Each month throughout the year 1937 we will dis- 
cuss with you the meaning and content of the monthly 
“EYE.” So, when you see the “EYE” use it to put 
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your League to work on its-f6ur-fold look. Now I'll pro- 
ceed to tell you about the January “EYE.” 

1. This has to do with the Memory Verse idea of 
the “EYE” for January. The Memory Verse is found 
in II Thessalonians 5:17, and reads, “Pray Without 
Ceasing.” This being a very short verse you are privi- 
leged to select one or more others. You may even select 
a different verse for each week. Instead of repeating 
myself each month on the use to be made of the Mem- 
ory Verse please refer to my December letter under 
numeral 1. 

2. The Month’s Member Project js in brief the put- 
ting into action of the Golden Rule. Have an individual 
report on this project at each meeting during the month, 
demonstrative of how each member curbed some personal 
desire or weakness for the sake of putting the Golden 
Rule into force. Since the subject of the month’s set of 
topics is Pray-ers, the idea of the Member’s Project 
fits in timely. 

3. The Month’s League Project is challenging 
enough to produce action on the part of each and every 
Intermediate League. It is that of both studying and 
giving. On the last Sunday of the month both the Senior 
and Intermediate Departments will study the topic, 
“China—Our Present Opportunity.” A special service 
has been prepared for the occasion. Write for as many 
copies of this Service as you need in presenting this 
present bi-ennial missionary objective before the entire 
congregation. There will be no topic material for study 
on this last Sunday in January inasmuch as we hope 
every League will present the Service, receive an offering 
and contribute same to the $10,000 the Luther League 
of America has pledged to work in China. 

4. Month’s Topics: Theme, “Pray-ers” 

January 3—Bible Prayers 

January 10—When and How to Pray 

January 17—Answered Prayers 

January 24—Helps For Prayer 

January 31—China—Our Present Opportunity 
—A Service 


A New Party Book 

For those interested in suggestions for parties for 
every known “red letter day” throughout the year, we are 
happy to recommend a new book that has come to our 
desk, It is entitled, “The Year "Round Party Book,” by 
William P. Young and Horace J. Gardner. The price is 
$1.00 and can be ordered from the United Lutheran 
Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa. For each special “red letter day” like New Year’s 
Day, Lincoln’s Birthday, Valentine Party, etc., (twenty- 
one different days) a separate party set-up is given, in- 
cluding games, riddles, decorations, recipes, et al. Just 
what you've been looking for—in content and price. 


Through New York State in Nine Days 

Yes, that is just what four of us did in early Novem- 
ber. The four automobilemen were Secretary Kinports, 
Dr. White, Director of Religious Education and Young 
People’s Work for the New York Synod, Howard Lo- 
gan, President of the New York State Luther League, 
and myself. Nine days and nine conferences in nine dif- 
ferent cities! Nine different beds and twenty-seven dif- 
ferent places to eat! Nine groups of fine young Luther- 


ans! But those nine days covering 1000 miles before 
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1000 youths will be told you about in detail at another 
place in this: month’s Review by another writer, a mem- 
ber of the 4-jitneymen. 

Now I must leave all my Luther League “dears,” 
for I'm on my way to hunt deer—dear me! 


Sincerely, 


AN IDEA TO HELP RAISE YOUR CHINA 
MISSIONARY PROJECT QUOTA 


“Wing Lu,” as illustrated, is an attractive Poster 
Card, size 8”x10%4”, with a hole puched at the top for 
hanging in the room where your Luther League Serv- 
ices are held and where others may see it also. 

This collector has been designed by an enthusiastic 
young Luther Leaguer, Mr. Truman Ziegenfuss, a mem- 
ber of the Pittsburgh District Luther League. It is 
reproduced by the silk screen process in brown and red, 
on a buff cardboard. Under the word “Give” a slot is 
cut through to a clasp envelope on the back of the 
collector to hold the coins that are deposited in the slot. 

The collector was originally designed as an aid in 
raising the District’s quota, but has become so popular 
that many requests have come for them from other 
Local and District Luther Leagues. 

Arangements have been made with headquarters to 
carry a small stock of them where orders may be filled 
at the cost price of fifteen cents each, which covers 
packing and postage expense. There is no profit to these 
collectors. It is merely another convenience that head- 
quarters is glad to render Luther Leaguers. 

Send your order, with remittance, to The Luther 
League of America, Muhlenberg Building, 1228 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Get ready now for the China Missionary program 
on Sunday, January 31, 1937, and let “Wing Lu” help 
you to oversubscribe your Missionary quota. But seven 
months remain to realize success for this bi-ennium’s 
missionary project: 


“CHINA—OUR OPPORTUNITY” 
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The Junior 


CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 


3.—Use January Topics: The Child and God. 
Use tanioe Topics Booklet, “The Child and 
Religion” and the Teacher’s Manual. 
Topic: “Who Is God?” r 
10.—Use Topic: “I See God Through Nature. 
i7—Use Topic: “1 See God In The Bible” 
24—Light Brigade Topic. : 
31.—China Day. Joint meeting with the Seniors 
with China Program. 
Work on the Twelve Point Program: 
Point 7—Joint Meeting. 
Point 11—Get Reading Course books, “Camp 
Fires in the Congo” and “We Sing America.” 
Start study of Africa and American Negro. 


Dear Leaguers: 
We start the New Year with a new series of 


JUNIOR TOPICS 

which deal with the Juniors’ everyday experiences. We 
will see the Juniors in their activities at home, school, 
play, in the Church and the community,.in the realm 
of citizenship, friendship and social relations, in connec- 
tion with vocations, health and beauty. We will guide 
the Junior to meet all his varied experiences religiously 
and to put God at the foundation of his whole life. 
“Guiding Juniors in Daily Christian’ Living” is the gen- 
eral theme, and the building of Christian character in 
these Juniors our opportunity. 


How shall we use these topics? Let us think of our 
general aim: To help these Juniors “grow in wisdom 
and stature, and in favor with God and man—not just 
one part of their lives, but their whole being—and in 
all our efforts let us strive to help them, through know- 
ing their Saviour better, to develop Christian lives in 
every direction. 

Work with these precious lives. Make a mental 
listing, if not an actual one, when they come to you, of 
their capabilities, their opportunities, their achievements 
in school, the home environment, their general program. 
At the end of the Junior period sum up their attain- 
ments. Have they grown? Have they formed habits of 


prayer? Of Bible Reading? Of Church attendance? Do 


they cooperate at home? Do they understand what 
Church membership means? Is Jesus their personal 
Saviour? Measure their growth! 


1.—Preparation. Study carefully the Teacher’s Man- 
ual in the Program Packet. Also study thoroughly the 
Topics Booklet, “The Child and: Religion,” for the topics 
for the first three moriths, and the Topic Booklet, “The 
Child and The Home,” for the last three months. Pre- 
serve these carefully, for they will be used again, 


Other Topics Booklets which will follow as these 
topics are developed, covering the other areas of a 
child’s life are: Education, Play, Society, Economics, 
Citizenship, Aesthetics, Vocations, Friendship, Health. 
Use these as they will be noted. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW. 


Department 


Refer constantly to the Teacher’s Manual, so that 
you have a clear idea of the whole course. The material 
in this booklet is for the superintendent. 

The material in the Topics Booklet is to be used by 
the Juniors themselves. Put this into their hands. Two 
copies might be practicable. All sell for ten cents a copy. 

Assign the Topic well in advance. Appoint leaders 
for several months ahead. 

A committee of four or five of the outstanding Jun- 
iors to help you plan the meetings would be good. 

Send for all the material noted in good time, so 
that it may be available. 

Have the Juniors themselves look for material. Tell 
them where they may find material. If a library is avail- 
able, make use of it, and have the Juniors there look 
up assignment that will help in the presentation of the 
topic. 

2.—Do not “conduct” a “meeting.” Do not have the 
Juniors in straight rows before you and teach a lesson. 
They are not little mannikins, but are thinking for 
themselves, and the superintendent’s part is to guide 
them rather than drive them. Make your Junior session 
rather an experience, where the children gather and 
informally talk over their mutual interests and problems 
and where you lead them by sharing your experiences 
on the same problems, and with suggestions and hints 
rather than by teaching a formal lesson. Of course, 
there will be teaching—but it will be through conversa- 
tion, discussion, interchange of ideas, a bringing in of 
assigned material to be found, etc., rather than by just 
pouring facts into the childre’n minds. 

3.—Break up your session into parts. Do not have 
the Juniors doing any one thing too long. Vary your 
activities, and have frequent change from conversation, 
music, prayer, discussion work, rather than a long part 
of the session devoted to the “lesson.” 

4.—Keep up interest. When the interest is keen 
among the Juniors continue the study of the subject. 
Go just as far as the Juniors’ interest will allow in a 
project. But when interest lags, stop and take up some- 
thing new. 

5.—Go slowly. Do not go more rapidly than the 
Juniors are able, Let their ability decide how much you 
can do and how far you can continue the study of a 
certain subject. Keep one step ahead of the Juniors, 
however, and be ready to take the next step when they 
are ready. : 

6.—Have a table in the back of the room. On this 
arrange material which will help in the topic—pictures, 
Stories, poems, handwork, and let the Juniors find 
there something to present apropos to the topic for the 
day. 

7.—Make a scrapbook. A notebook on the whole 
course, as suggested in the Teacher’s Manual, illustrat- 


ing all the experiences in the child’s life would be most © 


helpful. 


8.—Make posters. A set of twelve as suggested in 
Teacher’s Manual, showing the different areas in which 


i 
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- a child lives should be made to use with this series of 


topics. 

9.—Vary your meetings. Do not always do every- 
thing in the same way. Avoid monotony, change the 
order frequently, but include in your sessions these 
things: 

Conversation. Good to begin with. Raise some ques- 
tions in Juniors’ minds concerning what is to be 
talked about. 

Worship. Prayer, hymn, Bible story—wherever it 
best fits in. Should be informal. 

Bible Stories. Let Juniors suggest some, as well as 
those given. Stress thought that from Bible we 
can learn principles for every part of our life. 

Missionary Stories—as illustrations of truths learned. 

Teaching Period. Juniors and superintendent partici- 
pating. Truths explained, questions answered, ma- 
terial assigned to Juniors contributed, etc. 

Music, prayer, poems, pictures, stories and other 
extra material that will help explain topic. 

Definite plans for expression. More worship when 
topics are on God; obedience and cooperation at 
home when topics are on the Home; better health 
habits when topics are on Health; etc. 

Discussion. Talking over topic. Question (answered 
by Juniors): How can I fit this (the subject 
studied today) into my daily life? 

10.—Keep a record of the project. Keep a notebook 

or scrapbook record of the whole project. Divide the 
Juniors into groups as suggested in the Teacher’s Manual 
and let them work on each area in this record. 


WITH THE JUNIOR SECRETARY 
The Junior Secretary has been busy with many things: 


Indiana 


Attended the convention of the Luther League of Indiana; had an 
exhibit of materials; Japan, Bible, etc., posters, color cards, etc., 
showing the possibilities of teaching through the eye; a 45- 
minute program was given before the convention: 

What the Junior League Means To Me—A Junior from 
St. Mark’s, Monroeville 

The Luther League Motto—Gethsemane, 
Juniors 

Junior Rally Hymn 

Talk by the Junior Secretary—A Plea for Leadership 


Springfield, Ohio 
Stopped on way to convention of United Lutheran Church in America ; 
Attended meetings with the Committee preparing for National League 
Convention ; 
Attended a Tea at the Osterlein Home; 
Was a visitor-at the Brotherhood Banquet; 
Attended and spoke at a Luncheon at the Country Club; 
Had Junior Rally Sunday Afternoon: ; 
Fine exhibit, large notebook, Thanksgiving material, China vil- 
lage, posters, color cards, etc. 
Program—Junior Rally Hymn 
23rd Psalm, Sentence Prayers, Prayer—Rev. Gray 


Greetings 

Scripture Lesson: ‘Suffer Little Children” ? 

Life Service Pageant: “Choosing To Serve’—St. Luke’s, Spring- 
field, Juniors 

Piano Solo—Jeanne Kennedy 

Bible Dramatization: ‘The 
Springfield, Juniors 

Exercise: Junior League Aims—St. Paul’s, Springfield, Juniors 

Missionary Dialogue: Japan and America—Rockway Juniors 

Greetings—The Junior Secretary 


Indianapolis, 


Parable of the Talents’”—First 


Hymn: “I Think When I Read That Sweet Story” 

Benediction ‘ : 

This rally was directed by State Junior Secretary, Mrs. Paul 
Miller ; 


Spoke at St. Luke’s Senior League meeting. 


Columbus, Ohio 


Attended the convention of the United Lutheran Church in America; 
Luther League Rally, Sunday Afternoon; 
Junior Department share in program, 
First. Columbus, Juniors demonstrated development of a 
regular program: 
Prelude 
The Lord Is In His Holy Temple 
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Be Ye Doers Of The Word 

Prayer—Don Kloss 

Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World” 

Poem: “My Father’s World Today’—Lena Poplar 
Hymn 87 

Teaching Period: The Bible and a Christian Community 
Music Period: Learning Songs—‘For Peace and For 


Plenty 2 jand “We've a Story To: Tell To The 
Nations” 

Obi San and the Cocoanut Cake—Story by Emillee 
Bechtel 


“Jesus Loves Me,’’ sung in Chinese—Mansfield Juniors 
Hymn: ‘O Lord, Now As We Leave This Place” 
: Talk: A Plea for Leadership—Junior Secretary 
Fellowship Supper of Luther Leaguers—First Church; 
Get-Together Dinner of Leaguers. 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Conducted a Junior Institute—Two Sessions; 
Held in Emanuel Church, Bellevue; 


Junior Department splendidly equipped here with Altar, Lectern, 
Pulpit, etc., so that Juniors may conduct real worship; 
Program: 
(10 o’clock to 12 o’clock) 
Worship . 


General Bird’s-Eye View of Children’s Work 
Question Box on Problems 
Materials for Junior Work—Discussion 
Little Leaguers—Discussion 
Worship 
(12 o’clock) 
China Luncheon 
(1 o’clock to 5 o’clock) 
Worship 
Methods for Junior Work—Discussion 
hy A Junior League—Discussion 
New Junior Topics—Discussion 
On To Springfield 
Worship 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rally Day Speaker at Hope Church. 


Royersford, Pa. 
Speaker at Annual Public Meeting of Grace Junior League. 


NATION-WIDE JUNIOR RALLY DAY—November 7 


A great deal of time was spent in preparing a program and planning 
for some of these rallies. 

A program showing the whole program of the Junior Department 
was arranged and plans made to hold rallies everywhere to 
show the Seniors what the Juniors are doing; 

At this writing—November 9—we have reports of two which show 
the work done. Next month we will report others. 


Berks District, Pa. 
Under the direction of Mrs. Ralph G. Swavely, a rally with over 
300 in attendance was held, with this fine program: 
Worship—Grace, Reading, Juniors 
“Pather We Thank Thee,’? Scripture, Mark 10:13-16, 
Prayer, “Praise Him, Praise Him” 
The Little Leaguers—Alsace Little Leaguers 
The leader and twelve Little Leaguers gave demonstra- 
tion: Hymn, “Jesus Loves Me,’”’ Prayer, Bible 
verses, story on Thanksgiving, making of Thanks- 
giving poster; Hymn, ‘‘Praise Him, Praise Him” 
Junior Topics—Alsace, Reading, Juniors 
Demonstration of Junior meeting. 
Using Their Talents’ 
Scripture: The Boy Jesus; Meaning of Steward, Stew- 
ardship; A True Steward; Prayer, What Can We 
Do For Others; Hymn, “Take My Life and Let 
It Be,’ verse by verse, with story for each verse; 
Poem, “He Has No Hands But Our Hands” 
The Twelve Point Program—Exercise—Shoemakersville 
Juniors 
The Junior Reading Course—Grace, Shillington, 4 books 
of 1937 Course 
The Bible—Books of the Bible (Exercise) )—Christ, Spangs- 
ville 
The Church—Boards of the Church—Grace, Reading, Juniors 
The Missionary Topics—St. Luke’s, Reading, Juniors 
Demonstration of a Light Brigade program: Prayer; 
Hymn, “We've A Story To Tell To The Nations ;” 
Quiz on India; Story of India; Prayer 


Topic, ‘Juniors 


Offering 

Luther—Facts on the Life of Luther—St. John’s, Mohnton 
Juniors 

Luther League—Luther League Motto—Redeemer, Oak- 
brook, Juniors 

Special Days—Christmas _Program—Calvary, Laureldale, 


Manger,” Little Leaguers; Poem, 
Christmas Story; Duet, 


“Habit’’—Hope, 


Juniors; “Away In A 
“Once in a Cradle Lowly;” 
“Silent Night’ 

Ways of Working—Blackboard Story, 
Reading, Juniors 

Service: How We Help—Items of Service—Peace, River- 
side, Juniors 

Leaders—Exercise, ‘“‘Wanted: A Leader’’—Hope, 
Juniors 

Greetings 

Lord’s Prayer, Benediction 

Lancaster District, Pa. 
On a rainy afternoon, 275 met in Ascension Church and under the 
direction of Miss Minerva McElroy, gave this fine program: 


Reading, 
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Worship—Ascension, Lancaster, Juniors: Hymn, | “Jesus 
Loves Me;” Scripture; Prayer; Story; Hymn, ‘Saviour 
Like A Shepherd Lead Us’ 
Hymn 
Roll Call 


Junior from Zion, Leacock—‘‘Our Little Leaguers” ; 
The Topics—Superintendent of St. Paul’s, Lititz, explained 
use of Topics , 
Junior from Be Leacock: How We Study The Bible 
Junior from Zion, Leacock: Our Missionary Program; 
Topics: Africa, China : e 
Junior League, Trinity, Coatesville—Chorus: ‘Just A Song 
At Twilight” j 
Trinity, Ephrata—Little Leaguer—Story of Mitsu, told by 
Zion, Leacock, Junior—Our Reading Course 
Zion, Leacock, Junior: The Church—The Boards of our 
Church ; s 
Our Missionary Programs—Junior from Zion, Leacock 
Offering: ($12 was contributed for the China Objective) 
Trinity, Ephrata, Juniors—Trumpet Duet 
Zion, Leacock, Junior—Luther , 
Luther League Pageant: Zion, Leacock, Juniors—Herald, 
Luther League, Education, Missions, Life Service, 
Little Leaguers, Juniors, Intermediates, Seniors _ 
Zion, Leacock, Junior: Our Special Programs—Christmas 
St. Paul’s, Lititz, Junior: How We Work—Blackboard 
Talk: Habit . 
Junior of Zion, Leacock: Service—Doing For Others 
Leaders: ‘““‘Wanted! A Leader’—Zion, Leacock, Junior 
Greetings 
Lord’s Prayer and Benediction 
We wish every Senior in the Luther League of 
America could have been at one or the other of these 
rallies. And when we knew that at the same time simi- 
lar groups were meeting, giving the same program in 
Puerto Rico, in New York, in Georgia, and in between— 
everywhere in the Luther League of America, we realize 


what a force we have in our Juniors! 
Until next month: 


Lifendas dn Mohhouss/ 


ST. STEPHEN’S LEAGUE BULLETIN 
(Allen Snyder, Allentown, Penna.) 

All young men and women of college or high school 
age have their own ideas of redeeming and reforming 
the world in which they live. But their efforts toward 
an actual change fall a great deal short of their ideas. 
The task is much too great for any, one mortal they 
feel, and then they forget their lofty reforms and con- 
form with the present social order. 

The whole trouble, I think, may be tracked down 
to our unbrotherly attitude of isolation. Everyone strives 
to keep his individuality as apart as possible, wishes to 
secure the greatest possible fulness of life for himself; 
but meantime all his efforts result not in attaining ful- 
ness of life but self-destruction, for instead of self- 
realization he ends at complete solitude. 

All mankind in our age have split up into units, all 
keeping apart, each in his own groove; each one holds 
aloof, hides himself and hides what he has from the 
rest, and he ends by being repelled by others and re- 
pelling them. He heaps up riches by himself and thinks: 
“How strong I am now and how secure,” and in his 
madness he does not understand that the more he heaps 
up, the more he sinks into self-destructive importance. 
For he is accustomed to rely upon himself alone and to 
cut himself off from the whole; he has trained himself 
not to believe in the help of others, in men and in human- 
ity, and only trembles for fear he should lose his money 
and the privileges he has won for himself, 

Everywhere in these days men have, in their mock- 
ery, ceased to understand that the true security is to be 
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found in social solidarity rather than in isolated, indi- 
vidual effort. But this terrible individualism must inevit- 
ably have an end, and all will understand how unnatural- 
ly they are separated from one another. It will be the 
spirit of the time, and people will marvel that they have 
sat so long in darkness without seeing the light. And 
then the sign of the Son of Man will be soon in the 
heavensl *ee* Gta: 

But until then we must keep the banner flying. 
Sometimes, even if he has to do it alone, and his con- 
duct seems to be crazy, a man must set an example, and 
so draw men’s souls out of their solitude, and spur them 
to some act of brotherly love, that the great idea may 
not die. 


BOOK REVIEWS 

Four books, comprising “Sir Galahad Dollar Library,” 
from Round Table Press, have come to our desk: 

“The Second Book of Story Talks,” Cozad—$1.00 
So great was the interest in “Story Talks” by this author 
that this companion volume had to be published. It con- 
tains little talks repelte with apt illustrations, charming 
and exciting short anecdotes, incidents of the sort to 
fascinate children and awaken quick response. Most of 
these stories have been used by the author in his Junior 
Church. They are divided for convenient reference into 
sections, “Question Openers,” “Story Talks from the 
Lives of Great Characters,” “Story Talks of the Great 
Out-of-Doors,” “Once Upon A Time Stories,” “Story 
Talks from Common Sayings,” and “Story Talks from 
the Special Days of the Church.” 

“Little Known Women of the Bible,’ Eveleen 
Harrison—$1.00. A series of stories showing some of the 
humble characters of the Bible, playing decisive roles 
at important moments in Old and New Testament his- 
tory. Their silent influence and their heroism inspire the 
girls of today to devotion, inspiration and hope. This 
volume includes the story of Leah, The Unwanted Wife 
Who Became the Mother of Israel’s Tribes; . Miriam, 
The Talented Daughter of a Wise Mother; Deborah, 
The Jeanne d’Arc of the Hebrews; The Great Woman 
of Shunam, Who Lived In A House by the Side of the 
Road; Elizabeth; Lydia, ete. 

“There Go The Ships,” Mathews—$1.00. Five thrill- 
ing tales of sea adventure. With Christopher Columbus 
we search a new route to India through uncharted seas; 
with Vasca da Gama we find the way to India around 
the Cape of Good Hope; with Francis Drake we embark 
on a stirring piracy cruise that weakened the power of 
Portugal and Spain; with Captain Cook we venture to 
unknown parts of the world, sailing around Cape Horn 
and through the Pacific Ocean on a trip of reckless ex- 
ploration, and with Captain Nansen we solve the problem 
of the Siberian driftwood on the coast of Greenland and 
after hopeless attempts finally discover the Northwest 
passage from the Pacific to the Atlantic. 

“There Go The Conquerors,” Mathews—$1.00. An- 
other book of adventure, telling in vivid flashes how 
John Coleridgt Patteson made friends of the cannibal 
tribes of the Pacific, of the adventurous careers of John 
Williams, Alexander Duff, David Livingstone, and Win- 
fred Grenfell—all written by one who knows boys. 

Juniors and Intermediates will enjoy these books. 

BRENDA L. MEHLHOUSE 
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Come to Springfield, Ohio, July 5, 1937, for the 
21st Biennial Convention tc Luther League ¢ America 


We can promise you Inspiration, Education, Fellowship and Entertainment fit for a King 
{Me™ Remember—YOU ARE NOT A STRANGER IN SPRINGFIELD“Syyp 


AIRPLANE VIEW OF SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


The Luther League of America in the Buckeye State, Springftld, Ohio, July 5-9 


July 5, 1937, will find Luther Leaguers from all over 
these United States and several foreign countries con- 
verging upon Springfield, Ohio, for the Twenty-First 
Bi-ennial Convention of the Luther League of America. 
For several months now the Springfield Convention has 
been busy planning and working to make this the best 
convention the Luther League of America has ever had. 
Have you made any plans to attend? If not, you'd 
better begin thinking about it. From now on the months 
will roll around pretty quickly, and if you want to avoid 
that “last minute rush,” you'd better make your plans 
(and incidentally, your reservations) pretty soon. 

Information as to arrangements for the convention 
will be found in subsequent issues of the Review, or can 
be obtained by writing to Miss Christi Anna Dutton, 
513 East Cassilly Street, Springfield, Ohio. 


Each League should be making plans to send a dele- 
gate to Springfield. This will mean that a Convention 


Fund should be started right now, so that there will be 
no difficulty in financing the project. Expenses will be 
held to an absolute minimum, in order that no one may 
be compelled to miss the experience of the convention 
because of the cost, 

All Springfield is prepared for your coming, and is 
eagerly waiting the chance to prove that “You are not a 
Stranger in Springfield.” Springfield’s thirteen Lutheran 
Churches, Wittenberg College, and all the Christian 
homes of Springfield will be thrown open to entertain 
you and.to make your stay in our city as enjoyable and 
pleasant as possible. Various special features, educa- 
tional as well as purely entertaining, are being planned 
for your benefit. As a matter of fact, you will have good 
reason to be sorry if you do not attend this Convention. 
So—We'll be seeing you in Springfield, Ohio, July the 
5th, 1937. 

MYRTON PACKER Publicity Chairman Springfield Federation 
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The January Social 


SNOW FESTIVAL 


(By Esther Bachofer and Thelma Birch) 


Invitations: Snow-men cut out of white paper and worded ap- 
propriately, announcing the date and time. ‘ 

Decorations: Paper icicles, sleds, skates, snowshoes, and pictures of 
snow storms and blizzards in both city and country. 


Break the Icicle 

A circle is formed and each Leaguer is given two 
minutes to learn the names of those on either side of 
him. “It” stands in the center of the circle, points to 
someone and says: “Icicle.” The person pointed to 
must name the player on his right. However, if “It” 
says “Icicle, icicle,’ the person pointed to must name the 
player on his left, and in response to “Icicle, icicle, 
icicle,” he must give both names. In all cases response 
must be made before “It” can count to ten. If no re- 
sponse is given, “It” changes places with the person 
pointed to. 

Snow Tangle 

Leaguers from a circle and one person is selected to 
be “It.” Two motions are explained to the group: (1) 
Hitting fists together and (2) Twiddle fingers at the 
temple. “It” stands before one of the circle and makes 
motion No. 1. The Leaguer is to act out motion No. 2. 
For instance, if ‘It’ hits fists together, the player must 
twiddle fingers and change about as “It” changes’ mo- 
tions, continuing until such time as the Leaguer imitates 
“Tt”? When the Leaguer imitates ‘It,’ he becomes “It” 
and the game proceeds as before. 


Snow Ball 

A space is divided in two by means of a chalk line, 
and a small square goal is marked off in each of the four 
corners. The Snow Ball may be made of crushed news- 
paper. The Leaguers divide into two teams, which oc- 
cupy opposite courts, with a goal keeper in each of the 
two goals on the opponent’s side. The team may not 
cross the center line nor enter their opponent’s goals. 
The leader tosses the ball up between two opposing 
players in the center of the field and each team aims to 
get the ball and throw it over the heads of the opposing 
team to either of their goal keepers. If the goal keeper 
catches the ball while standing within his goal, he scores 
a point for his team, otherwise the ball goes to the 
other side for a free throw. A goal keeper having scored 
a point throws the ball to one of his own side, over 
the heads of his opponents and the game continues. 
Twenty-one points make a good game. 


Dizzy Snow Men 

Leaguers form into two double files, and partners 
lock elbows. About thirty feet from each double file, 
goals should be placed. On signal the first couple in 
each file begin walking fast toward the goal, inner el- 
bows hooked together. Every time the leader blows the 
whistle the couples stop, make a complete turn and then 
go on. Signals may be given as often as desired. When 
the first couple return to their line, they touch off the 
second couple who repeat the play. The file finishing 
first wins the game. 

Coffee-Pot 

Or Percolate, whichever you prefer to call it, no 

doubt is familiar to all. 
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Song Fest 
Have the group sing some old-time songs, such as 
“Jingle Bells,” “Aunt Dinah’s Quilting Patty,;-sete: 


Refreshments: Snowfloat—hot chocolate with marshmallow. 
Glacier Mound—coccanut layer cake. 
Icicles—chocolate straws. 


ARE YOU KEEPING STEP? 

Missionary Secretaries! Luther Leaguers! 
keeping step with the Missionary Department? 

Now is the time to plan your Mission Study Class. 
The book is, “The Story of the American Negro,’ by 
Ina Corinne Brown—cloth $1.00, paper 60 cents. You 
will find it very interesting and instructive. Get ready 
now. Order the book and the helps and you will be sure 
to have a fine class. 


Are you 


Plan now for Missionary Day, January 31st, 1937. 
Dr. Paul C. White has written the program for us—‘Our 
Lutheran Church in China and Our Opportunity.” You 
will note that our T’ai Tung Chen project will be pre- 
sented and that the offering of the evening will be given 
to it. Let us make our offering measure up to the 
enthusiasm with which we accepted this project. Work 
up this enthusiasm for this program! Invite every 
member of your Church to conie! Let them know what 
their young people are doing. Send for your programs 
from the Luther League of America, 806 Muhlenberg 
Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Don’t forget to carry out the other points of the 
Seven Point Program. Write your State Missionary 
Secretary for suggestions and helps. They will be glad 
to help you plan your program. 


And so, Young People, forward march together 
during 1937, so that our T’ai Tung Chen goal will be 
reached, our interest in increased and the 
great command, “Go ye—and tell all nations,” be carried 
out. 


Missions 


John George singing the Luther League Rally 
Hymn at the Junior-Intermediate Luncheon 
of the Illinois State Luther League Con- 
vention, held September 7, 1936 
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The Monthly 


Financial Reports 


But little time remains to complete the 1936 


obligations. 


League reached the quota? 


the Honor Roll this year? 


DUES REPORT 
December 3, 1936 


Has your State or Synodical 
Will you be on 


Senior Intermediate 
Billed Paid Billed Paid 
7—Northern California 27.50 27.50 4.00 4.00 
Southern California ...... 74.50 1.60 
11—Columbia District .... 39.50 39.50 3.70 3.70 
10—Connecticut ......... 44.50 44.50 17.50 17.50 
mm IOTIGA 4 cinlsvesislevs oe eas 27.50 27.50 5.00 5.00 
13—Georgia-Alabama ..... LED 79.75 10.70 10.70 
Marrs Peete rset eccraters ehacaicicsta:s 231.25 25.00 35.00 12.00 
BEARCAT oye) nies ielata one) aranielare) 151.25 20.90 
B—— LOW rie aieeicins slaieraiseie ore 76.25 76.25 10.00 10.00 
BATISAS urs crave sbsie slee a eiers, 60 116.25 58.14 11.00 5.52 
{2—Kentucky-Tennessee 46.25 46.25 4.40 4.40 
MEAL WIATIC Meteislacie eeisic creiels « 288.00 280.75 43.60 45.50 
Michigan ..... Rteratetaleiataretere 55.25 23.05 11.60 2.20 
Mimnesota ..... De eue wiphetel es 46.25 ou 9.60 9.30 
SARIS BUD Lame ala telers.ciarprs 12.50 5 

eee soe 77.000- 412.59 14.60 3.66 
German Nebraska ......-- 71.50 17.88 . 
3—New Jersey .......... 136.25 136.25 35.00 35.00 
Mew ork <...c0 css <6 wee ee DOS-00. 396.30 121.70 88.40 
8—North Carolina ....... 643.00 643.00 71.40 71.40 
EVD Oraeteicis.c cle i cicivlels! eissioigia.e 325.00 162.50 33.20 24.70 
5—Pacific Northwest + 24.25 24.25 3.40 3.40 
Pennsylvania ....... 2,340.75 2,200.75 238.30 238.30 
Rocky Mountain ... 20.00 5.0 2.00 
Boeuth Carolina soc so.-c0ee 418.25 289.25 47.50 36.72 
DER oe eleie  aisiayiie ie es Sole ate 82.50 61.92 8.60 
WUTEIMA cscicecccscsccesve S41.4D 451.50 17.50 14.60 
1—West Virginia ........ 81.50 81.50 2.30 2.30 
9—Wisconsin ....... Mase 82.00 82.00 17.60 17.60 
Winnipeg, Manitoba ..... 3.00 

$6,823.25 $5,533.39 $799.70 $667.90 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 
January 1 to November 30, 1936 


Total 
Paid 
League Quota to Date Sust. 
Northern California.$ 25.00 $20.00 $20.00 
Southern California. 50.00 1.00 
Columbia District . 30.00 21.00 5.00 
Connecticut ....... 35.00 10.00 10.00 
BULOLIC Ay (en's oles s16 0.0 20.00 11.00 5.00 
Georgia-Alabama 50.00 42.50 35.00 
Ellincis® Peebieses. 22 150.00 are! 5.00 
atid’ ae stele eeentes 70.00 : 
ape uel wcerista aaiere, we 60.00 54.41 29.00 
NGATISAS) aieisled sleimisial'= pape Sie) 
Kentucky-Tennessee : 
aedivinod Sia APES 6 300.00 259.00 180.00 
NEICHIVaAH Jl sor0\s alo 60.00 24.00 15.00 
Minnesota ........ 70.00 11.00 5.00 
Mississippi .....-.. 10.00 5.00 _ 5.00 
German Nebraska.. 10.007 i (2! Dai 
Nebraska cisleces sce 110.00 29.00 20.00 
New Jersey ....... 125.00 84.00 60.00 
INE Wi) YOLK) sine ole. 400.00 218.25 121.25 
North Carolina 300.00 177.00 90.00 
CNG) Se acorodaerndo 200.00 74.00 50.00 
1—Pacific N. W. . 20.00 20.00 20.00 
Pennsylvania ...... 1,315.00 697.00 275.00 
Rocky Mountain .. 10.00 
South Carolina . 250.00 176.00 110.00 
ERAS! Vsrheialeuerel oie 55.00 27.00 15.00 
VA SIMA) rete vic os\s ora 170.00 130.00 | 90.00 
West Virginia ..... 25.00 6.00 
Wisconsin ........ 50.00 5.00 5.00 
(Orie TE wl garomdooo 7.06 
$2,168.16 $1,170.25 
Iowa Luther League 
oy? WEED eyeroaacd 32.00 32.00 


Cont. 


$1.00 
6.00 


1.00 
7.50 
14.00 
3.00 
5.00 
2.00 


34.00 
4.00 
6.00 


4.00 
14.00 
37.00 
22.00 

9.00 


142.00 
41.00 
12.00 
30.00 

1.00 


7.00 


$402.50 


Alumni 
Gift 
Mem’1 


$10.00 
5.00 
10.00 


20.41 
5.00 
20.00 
45.00 
5.00 


5.00 
10.00 
60.00 
65.00 
15.00 


280.00 
25.00 


10.00 
5.00 


$595.41 


CHINA PROJECT 
December 3, 1936 
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Total 
Paid 
- abe Quota to Date Senior Inter. Junior 
3—N. California ... $36.00 36.00 36.00 
Southern California 119.60 Mba 4 6.00 
Columbia District 77.20 30.31 30.31 
Connecticut 2)... 98.80 
poriae syalia evelcrevs tale 44.00 
eorgia-Alabama 141.60 88.72 70.26 16.04 42 
2—Illinois 370.00 375.00 378:00 a 
Indiana 248.40 
OWwai weve. 132.00 36.87 36.87 
Kansash qeedirenit ae 80.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 75.60 34.00 34.00 
Mainy laid i erereterersiars 732.00 503.82 471.32 15.50 17,00 
WEERENN OAGooObor 133.20 12.46 10.00 2.46 
Minnesota RO SOROICHO 74.00 30.00 23.60 6.40 
IMGSSISSIppt vice ce we 64.00 9.00 9.00 
INebraskalinsce aster: 298.80 77.20 76.70 -50 
German Nebraska 103.20 43.60 43.60 
New Jersey ...... 174.00 107.68 83.88 14.90 8.90 
New York sierelelelevale 852.40 552.40 547.90 4.50 
North Carolina ... 1,104.40 504.40 504.40 
ON -somoagaoonnee 520.00 230.73 221.88 8.85 
Pacine Nv W. ....- 46.8 
Pennsylvanians sees 3,831.60 1,529.81 1,335.23 97.58 97.00 
Rocky Mountain .. 36.0 
South Carolina .... 518.40 259.20 230.15 29.05 
ISSR) Goognead aces 70.00 14.25 10.00 4.25 
NAPS Saocipgnooc 718.00 12.61 8.50 3.11 1.00 
West Virginia 138.80 3}. 2s 23.25 
1—Wisconsin ..... 128.40 128.40 93.40 35.00 
Canadas... cre ste 50.00 50.00 
$10,967.20 $4,702.01 $4,327.55 $227.58 $146.88 
SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
from October 1 to November 30, 1936 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 
CANADA, total 6 
Ernest Berner 
Norman Berner 
CONNECTICUT, total 2 
Connecticut State Luther League 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 9 
FLORIDA, total 3 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 13 
Holy Trinity Senior Luther League, Springfield 
Mrs. A. D. Gnann 
Redeemer Luther League, Macon 
ILLINOIS, total 16 
Miss Ruth Greve 
Dr. George Beiswanger 
INDIANA, total 3! 
IOWA, total 13 
John George Kurzenknabe, by Luther League of Iowa 
Rev. Rudolph Schultz, by Luther League of Iowa 
Mr. and Mrs. Arlo Ketelsen 
A Burlington Luther Leaguer 
A Burlington Luther Leaguer 
KANSAS, total 3 
Rey. Benjamin R. Lantz, by St. John’s Luther League, Salina 


KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE, total 4 


MARYLAND, total 69( 
Miss Dorothy Luckett 


Frederick Senior Luther League, Frederick 


MICHIGAN, total 6 


Rev. Herbert E. Schildroth, by Bethel Junior Luther ane 


Detroit 
MINNESOTA, total 7 


MISSISSIPPI, total 1 
Luther League of Mississippi 


NEBRASKA, total 9 
GERMAN NEBRASKA 


NEW JERSEY, total 24 

Newark District Luther League 
NEW YORK, total 60 

Mrs. E. F. Schwabe 


Holy Trinity Senior Luther League, Hollis 


Miss J. Dorothy Borgstede 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 47 
Miss Mildred Schulken 


OHIO, total 22 


St. John’s Luther League, Zanesville 


Second-Trinity Tavscaceie Luther League, Dayton 


Rev. J. F. Kreuger, 


of Luther League au Synod of Ohio 
Luther Leaguers of the Synod of Ohio, Memorialized by The 


Luther League’ of Synod of Ohio 


Rev. J. Edward Marshall 
Rey. John M. Warnes 


, Memorialized by Western Conference 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 1 
PENNSYLVANIA, otal 238 
iss Florence Singles aril 
wes i J. Davies, by St.<Stephen’s Luther League, Wilmington 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold W. Donges 
Miss Hazel Nannah 
Robert Menges 
Robert Burkhard 
Bertram Nagle 
Carl P. Biesecker 
Miss Sue C. Kleibscheidel 
C. A. Brothers 
Miss Florence Freeman 
Miss Anna Stufft 
Truman Ziegenfuss 
Miss Irma Taylor 
Miss Louise M. Shronk 
Miss Cornelia Cathcart 
Rey. P. F. Obenauf ; : 
Rev. Hiram Trostel, by Messiah Luther League, Philadelphia 
Rev. Clifford E. Hays aye 
Stanley Lied, by Lancaster District 
Chester Pontz, by Lancaster District ; 
Mrs. L. D. Ulrich, Memorialized by St. John’s Senior Luther 
League, Wilkes-Barre 
Miss Helen Trent, Memorialized by Moxham Luther League, 
Johnstown 
Kenneth G. Hildebrand 
J. Irwin Gindlesperger 
Marvin Eckhardt 
Wendell C. Lawther 
Dorsey Stevens a 
Earl R. Hebrank, by Executive Committee, Greensburg District 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
SOUTH CAROLINA, ‘total 62 
Mrs. Frederick John Suhrstedt, by Charleston District Luther 
League 
Miss Katie Freyschmidt, by Charleston District Luther League 
Richland District 
Southern District 
TEXAS, total 15 
VIRGINIA, total 49 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 2 
Sister Edna Hill, by West Virginia State and Synodical Luther 
League 
Miss Carolyn Bartels 
WISCONSIN, total 1 
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Refuel now! Get ready for the winter work, 


Personal Preparation 

Bible Reading 

Prayer 

Good Reading Material 
Participation 

Be active—work! 

Pay your dues systematically 
Attendance Rant 

Regularity counts! Encourage a 

those who plan our devotional and social meetings 

by your attendance, when you are not on committee. 
Membership 

Retain—our present membership 

Reclaim—our disinterested and inactive members. 

Recruit—the youth of our Church and Sunday School 

not in the Luther League. 

Purpose 

“Of the Church, by the Church, for the Church” 

Now—in the days of our youth—is the time to use 
our talents for the cause of Jesus Christ! John 15:16. 


THE NEW DEAL GIRL 

A real estate man was trying to sell a modern girl 
a house. Here is the reply she gave him: 

“A home? Why do I need a home? I was born in 
a hospital, educated in a college, courted in an auto- 
mobile, and married in a Church. I live out of a deli- 
catessen and paper bags; I spend my mornings on a golf 
course, my afternoons at a bridge table, and my evenings 
at the movies; and when I die I am going to be buried 
from the undertaker’s, All I need is a garage.” 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly. 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 
as truly 


As in His Heaven 


— Whittier 


ICemorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 


Rev. J. F. Kreuger, D.D. r é i 
Memorialized by Western Conference of Luther League oi Synod 
of Ohio 

Luther Leaguers of Synod of Ohio < " ; 
Memorialized by Luther League of Synod of Ohio 


Mrs. L. D. Ulrich Ss 
Memorialized by St. John’s Senior Luther League, Wilkes-Barre 


Miss Helen Trent 
Memorialized by Moxham Luther League, Johnstown 


SUGGESTIONS FOR A LUTHERAN SECTION 
IN A COLLEGE LIBRARY 


Anstadt: Life and Times of S. S. Schmucker—1896. 


Bernheim: History of German Settlements and the Lutheran Church 
in North and South Carolina—1872. 


Burgess: Memorial History of the Pittsburgh Synod—1925. 


Cassell, Fink & Henkel: History of the Lutheran Church in Vir- 
ginia and Eastern Tennessee—1925. 


Documentary History of the General 
Lutheran Church—1912. 


Evjen: Scandinavian Immigrants in New York, 1630 to 1674—1916. 
Ferm: What is Lutheranism?—1930 

Ferm: The Crisis in American Lutheran Theology—1927. 

Finck: Lutheran Landmarks and Pioneers in America—1913. 


Fortenbaugh: The Development of the Synodical Polity of the 
Lutheran Church in America to 1829—1928. 


Frick: Henry Melchoir Muhlenberg—1902. 
Gerberding: Life and Letters of William A. Passavant—1906. 
Hefelbower: History of Gettysburg College, 1832-1932.—1932 


Jacobs: History of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the United 
States, American Church History, Vol. IV—1893. 


Fleisch, Wentz: The Lutheran Churches of the World 


Council of the Evangelical 


Jorgensen, 
—1929, 


Kuhns: The German and Swiss 
vania—1901. 


OR a a Pe PR PS SS 


January 31, 1937 


MISSIONARY DAY 


“Our Lutheran Church in China and 


Settlements of Colonial Pennsyl- 


Our Opportunity” 
By Dr. Paul C. White, New York 
Offering of the Evening 
for the 
TAI TUNG CHEN PROJECT 
Order Copies FREE from 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


806 Muhlenberg Building Philadelphia, Penna. 
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NEWS!=-FROM EVERYWHERE=NEWS! 


NEW YORK 


Fortieth Anniversary of Redeemer Luther League 
The Luther League of the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
at West Ferry Street and Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo, Rev. Jonas 
Sahner Blank, Pastor, celebrated its Fortieth Anniversary of the 
organization of the League (May 22, 1896) on Sunday, November 
8th at 7 o’clock. The League has been in existence ever since and 
today has a Junior, an Intermediate and a Senior League, under 
the direction of the Parish Worker, Miss Bertha M. Hein. 


Past and present members of the League participated in the 
program. The leader was Miss Emily M. Kener, who made in- 
troductory remarks in which she stated that November was the 
month in which we celebrated Thanksgiving Day, and that the 
Leaguers had much to be thankful for, especially for the preservation 
of our faith, and for the development of leadership in the Church. 
She also mentioned that Thanksgiving Day suggested the faith- 
fulness of Luther Leaguers. She said in part: “It is with, grateful 
hearts that we have come before the Lord thanking Him for the 
young people and pastors of this Church, who during the years 
have been faithful to their charge. Ours is a rich heritage. May 
we, the present Leaguers, pass on this rich heritage, in the same 
spirit of devotion unto the coming generations. Let us all determine 
now to be more loyal to the Church we all love, remembering! our 
motto, ‘Of the Church, By the Church, For the Church,’ and in 
this spirit may we bow before our Lord in all truth and sincerity 
to worship Him with gratitude and praise upon our lips for His 
many blessings to us as a League, as a Church and as individuals.” 


Miss Katherine M. Becker offered the prayer. Mr. John Staby, 
the President of the Senior League brought greetings and read 
letters of greeting from former pastors and presidents. ‘‘Memories 
of the Past’’ consisted of the reading of minutes of the organizational 
meeting, annual reports, secretary’s reports in various periods of 
League work, by past secretaries and presidents: Miss Charlotte 
Bitter; Miss Jennie Schaeffer; Mrs. Minna King’ Donaldson; Miss 
Leanona Scheu; Miss Alica Albing; and Miss Jean Styers, the 
present Secretary. 


The Honor Roll of the League shows the following names of 
Leaguers: Mrs. Dorothea Kielland Brueckner, Missionary in Natal, 
South Africa; Rev. Franklin Keil Blank, Pastor of St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church, Oswego; Miss Katherine M. Becker, and Miss 
Emily M. Kener, who trained at the Lutheran Deaconess Mother- 
house at Baltimore, Md., and Mr. Edward J. Simpson, Jr., in train- 
ing at the Lutheran Theological Seminary, Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, Pa. 


A group of young people depicted the type of costumes worn 
by members of the League during the various periods of League 
history. The program was arranged by Miss Bertha M. Hein. 


BERTHA M. HEIN 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Another Fall of intensive activity among Pennsylvania Leaguers 
drew to a close and merged with the regular Winter programs, with 
the holding of the annual State-Wide Thanksgiving Rally. 


The plan of this Rally is, briefly: Every one of the 17 Districts 
in the State join in conducting a Thanksgiving Rally on the Tues- 
day preceding Thanksgiving, the date this year being November 24th. 
All rallies were scheduled for 8 P. M.. The service at each rally 
4was opened with identical hymns being sung and the same Psalm 
being read. The largest rally held was that of the Harrisburg, 
York and Lancaster Districts, which was closely followed by the 
joint meeting of Berks and Allentown Districts held in the Memorial 
Chapel of Muhlenberg College, Allentown. 

A journey around the State finds our Districts holding Fall 
conventions and, to be specific: 

Allentown District held its 41st Annual Convention Saturday, 
November 14th, in St. John’s Lutheran Church, Slatington. The 
theme was ‘A Christian’s Strength’ (Philippians 4:13). The 


speaker was Rev. Russell D. Snyder, Professor of Practical Theology, 
Mt. Airy Seminary, Philadelphia. 
Ae Me, 1:30) P. M. and 7.15 P. 


Three sessions were held: 10.15 


Berks District celebrated Junior Day along with other Leagues 
throughout the country by holding a Junior Rally, Saturday, Novem- 
ber 7th, in Grace Lutheran Church, Reading. 


_._ The District again joined with Allentown District in the State- 
Wide Thanksgiving Rally. The program was arranged by a joint 
committee composed of three Leaguers from each District. 

_ “The Berks Bugler’ is to be congratulated on its new form. 
Printing always adds immeasurably to the appeal and value of any 
publication. We hope many more Districts may find it possible 
to take a similar forward, step in their spublicity department. 


Harrisburg District: George K. Keet, Jr., District President, 
and Ken W. Dry, State Second Vice-President are responsible for two 
very splendid reports of League activities in Harrisburg District. 
The first event reported is the Second Annual Rally for Lutheran 
Young People of Cumberland, Adams and Franklin Counties, held 
Thursday, October 8th, in Memorial Lutheran Church, Shippens- 
burg. Approximately 200 persons heard Rev. Carroll Klug, First 
Lutheran Church, Chambersburg, speak on the topic, “Jesus, the 
Light of the World.” 


This service was sponsored by the State Luther League and 
Harrisburg District. Comparison with last year’s rally reflected most 
favorably. At the 1935 rally in Mercersburg there was only one 
Luther League in this section. Since then, however, four new 
Leagues have been formed, one at each of the following points: 
Boiling Springs, Shippensburg, St. Thomas and Upper Frankford. 


Harrisburg District also has been so successful in holding its 
President's Conferences that they are now scheduled as semi-annual 
meetings. Also, the District acted as host to this year’s Tri-District 
Thanksgiving Rally, held in Messiah Lutheran Church, November 
24th, with Rev. Amos Traver as the speaker. 


Johnstown District held its Thanksgiving Rally in Scalp Level 
Lutheran Church, November 24th, with Rev. John H. Deutsch- 
lander of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Johnstown, as the speaker. 
A eee: music was furnished by Prof. Dan Border’s Young People’s 

orus. 


Lancaster District. The 42nd Annual Convention of the Lan- 
caster District was held in Trinity Lutheran Church, Lancaster, 
Saturday, November 7th. The convention theme was “Christian 
Youth in) a Modern World.’ Prominent speakers on the program 
included Rey. J. Harold Mumper, Lititz, and Rev. M. Hadwin 
Fischer, Lutheran Seminary, Gettysburg. 

Philadelphia District held its regular Fall Convention in Im- 
manuel Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, on Saturday, October 17th. 
The drive to raise funds for the 1937 Philadelphia State Conven- 
tion was inaugurated. 

Initial 1937 Convention Announcement. The local committee has 
chosen the Hotel Warwick as Convention Headquarters and Holy 
Communion Church, 21st and Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia, as the 
Convention Church. No dates can be given pending the regular 
meeting of a State Program Committee to be appointed by the State 
President. 

Schuylkill District. In a previous issue we referred to the 
splendid January, 1936, issue of ‘‘The Schuylkill District Broadcast.” 
We have occasion now to refer to the current issue which contains 
the District program for the remainder of the year. A review of 
the year to date lists outstanding events such as: The Annual Spring 
Rally, Second Annual Study Class Conference, First Annual Ban- 
quet, various Sectional Rallies and the outdoor gathering at Ringtown. 

To round out this well-planned ’program is the purpose of the 
Annual Convention of District scheduled for Friday, November 27th. 

York District held its 42nd Annual Convention in St. James 
Lutheran Church, West York. The convention theme was “Living 
For Jesus.’’ The principal speaker was Rev. E. Martin Grove, D.D., 
President of the East Penn Synod, who spoke on the topic, “Living 
For Jesus—Through Service.” Other speakers prominent on the 
program were Rey. J. Russell Fink, Missionary; to India and Rev. 
Warren C, Johnson, Pastor, St. Luke’s Church, York. 


MARVIN H. ECKHARDT, Publicity Chairman 


Northern 
California 


Convention 


Held in St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church 
August 22, 23 


San Francisco, Cal. 
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held 
Lutheran Church, St. Paul, Minnesota, September 5-7, 1936 


38th Convention Minnesota State League, in Holy Trinity 


MINNESOTA 


“Lord, Teach Us to Pray,” was the theme of the 38th Conven- 
tion of the Minnesota Luther League, held at Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, St. Paul, on September 5 to 7. Rev. Carl Almer, now 
serving the pastorate at Killdeer, N. D., was chaplain of the con- 
vention. 

The keynote address was given by Rey. Frank H. Clutz, Refor- 
mation, St. Paul. Rev. Charles Miley of Lincolntown, served as 
Liturgist. Vocal numbers were rendered by Charles P. Smith, of 
Lake of the Isles, Minneapolis. John George Kurzenknabe, President 
of the Luther League of America, brought greetings from the Luther 
League of America, and Dr. R. H. Gerberding spoke on behalf of 
the Northwest Synod. 

Following the opening session, the Holy Trinity Leaguers were 
hosts at a reception in the Church basement, with George Carlton 
reigning as master of ceremonies. 

Sunday’s program appropriately began with a Holy Communion 
Service at 8:00 A. Rev. Harlon M. Miller, of Cannon Falls, 
gave a meditation and assisted Rey. George C. Koehler, pastor loci, 
with the administration of communion. Mr. Harvey Stiff, of the host 
Church, sang. 


At 9.30 the genial President of the National League brought us 
a cheery ‘‘Message from MHeadquarters.’’ We greatly enjoyed his 
presence at the convention and only regret that he could not remain 
with us the entire time. 


The chief service was conducted by Rev. George C. Koehler, 
Pastor of Holy Trinity, St. Paul, who spoke on “The Proof of 
Holiness.”” The Holy Trinity Quartette rendered a vocal selection, 
“The Prayer Perfect.” 


The afternoon session was opened with a half-hour of organ 
music by Lorraine Dongoske, Salem, Minneapolis, who served as 
convention organist. After a devotional period led by the chaplain, 
Leaguers posed on the Church steps for a picture. The business 
session followed and consisted for the most part of reports of officers 
and secretaries. 


A. steady downpour of rain cancelled plans for a picnic supper 
and sunset devotional at Cherokee Park, and the scene of action was 
transferred to Holy Trinity. The evening service was devoted to 
life service. Rev. Edgar Carlson, of Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church, 
Minneapolis, gave an inspirational message on the subject, “Thy 
Will Be Done.” Rev. Paul L. Wetzler, of Salem, Minneapolis, was 
Liturgist and the Brass Quartette from North St. Paul accompanied 
Leaguers in the singing. 


Election of officers occupied our attention on Monday Morning. 
With the exception of the vice-president, all officers were re-elected. 
They are as follows: President, John Shannon; Vice-President, 
Carl Bartsch, Jr.; Recording Secretary, Arlene Williams; Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Katherine Nelson; Treasurer, Bob Nelson. 


The Juniors and Intermediates entertained the delegates at a 
luncheon Monday Noon, A Chinese theme was carried out in the 
decorations, menu, and program. 


A sight-seeing tour to various Lutheran institutions was con- 
ducted in the afternoon, with Dr. Jonas H. Dressler as leader. Dele- 
gates were escorted throuvh Concordia College, Northwestern Theo- 
logical Seminary, and saw many of our Churches in St. Paul. 


The Embassy Room of the St. Francis Hotel, bedecked in har- 
vest colors, provided the setting for our banquet. Rev. George M. 
Overdier, Assistant Pastor of Faith, St. Paul, served in the dual 
capacity of toastmaster and song leader. Don Olson entertained the 
group with several vocal solos. A soul-stirring address, “What Do 
I Expect from God?” was presented by Dr. A. A. Zinck, Redeemer, 
Milwaukee. The convention came to a close with a beautiful candle- 
light installation of officers, at which Rey. Harlon Miller officiated. 


“Pot Pouri,’ the convention daily, was edited by John Lar. 
and Pearl ‘Howdeshell, The convention committee wad ‘composed 6 
the following members: Betty Lundquist, Chairman, Elsie Lund, 
Robert Nelson, Amalie Roth, John Shannon, Mrs. L. G. Koehler, 


and Rev. Harlon M. Miller. 
BETTY LUNDQUIST 


On To SPRINGFIELD, OHIO in JULY, 1937 
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INDIANA 


The 39th Annual Convention of the Luther League of Indiana 
was held in the Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Indianapolis, Rev. 
Allen K. Trout, Pastor, October 10,-11 and 12. 

The convention opened with the Administration of the Holy 
Communion. Rev. Paul M. Kinports, Executive Secretary of the 
Luther League in America, brought the communion message on the 
theme, ‘‘Weariness in Well-Doing.” The administration of the 
Sacrament was in charge of Pastor Trout, assisted by Rev. H. E. 
Turney, D. .. and Rev. Kinports. Musical numbers were pre- 
sented by the Girls’ Choral Club of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 
with Mrs. O. C. C. Fetta directing. 

The business sessions were in charge of State President Hubert 
Nightenhelser. During the day Miss Brenda Melhouse spoke on “Ad- 
vantages of Junior Luther League Work.” The Juniors of Indian- 
apolis, under the direction of the Junior Secretary, Norma Gribbler, 
presented a pageant. At the noon luncheon hour Rev. Kinports 
spoke on the subject, “The League Work at Large and What It 
Means to You.” ; 

A banquet was served by the Bethlehem League at which 
time Mr. Frederick Anderson, of South Bend, acted as Toastmaster. 
He called upon the newly-elected officers for a toast. The pictures 
of the Mulberry Lutheran Home were shown by Dr. Turney aiter 
which Mr. John R. Kagel, of South Bend, entertained the con- 
vention. 

Resolutions were passed to the effect that we raise our quota 
for the China Objective by direct campaign, that we conduct an 
Inspirational conference at Lake Wawasee during the week oi 
July 11th and that we make an effort to increase the Sustaining 
memberships in Indiana. 


Devotions were conducted by Rev. R. H. Benting, D.D., of 
Indianapolis, and Rev. G. Ernest Mullendore, of Cicero. 
Officers elected for 1936-37 are: President, Rev. Allen K. 


Trout; Vice-President, Marie Wetzel; Recording Secretary, Esther 
Emrick; Corresponding Secretary, Miss Sarah Weaver; and Treas- 


urer, Raymond Klockow. 
REV. ALLEN K. TROUT 


MANITOBA SYNOD 


The Seventh Annual Convention of the Luther League of Mani- 
toba was held on October 12th, in the Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. Approximately a hundred visitors and dele- 
gates from Leagues in Winnipeg and other points in Manitoba, North 
Dakota and Minnesota took part in the sessions, the topic for the 
day being “Christian Education.” 


The convention was opened with a morning devotional. Leading 
the service were: B. Zelmer, St. Peter’s Church, Winnipeg; E. 
Pokrant, Rosenfeld, Mantoba; Lydia Worster, St. John’s, Winnipeg; 
R. Schewe, Green Bay, Manitoba. 


The business meeting was opened with a brief address from the 
president, after which greetings were received from John Shannon, 
of Minneapolis, Minn. 


A resolution was passed urging the founding in Winnipeg of a 
hospice for girls. The resolution will be forwarded to the Inner 
Mission Board for consideration. 


To centralize sporting events sponsored by the northern section 
of the League, a general sports committee was organized with B. 
Zelmer. It was also decided to purchase a cup to be presented 
annually on the basis of a general aggregate. 


Announcement was made of the twenty-fifth anniversary (in 1938) 
of the Lutheran College and Seminary at Saskatoon, Sask., and an 
appeal made to all young people for a jubilee offering. The ob- 
jective, $1,000, is to be raised by the district Leagues of each of 
the prairie provinces. 

_.A_ proposal that the Manitoba District Luther League affiliate 
with the Luther League of America was discussed, and a motion to 
that effect was passed. 


Officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows: President, 
Rev. E. G. Goos, Dresden, North Dakota; Vice-President, Ed Os- 


wald, | Trinity Church, ‘Winnipeg; Secretary, Elfrieda Hartig, St. 
ets Church, Winnipeg; Treasurer, E. Pokrant, Rosenfeld, 
anitoba. 


a, In the afternoon sessions a fine paper on practical Christianity, 
The Church in Action,” was delivered by Miss Beatrice Spohr, 
St. John’s Church, Winnipeg, leaving an inspirational message with 
all. When youth comes out with the real Zeal of God, when we are 
willing to work, then there are great things ahead of us. 


Rev. T. Hartig, President of the Synod of Manitob 

. a and other 
es oe hie = encouragement, and asked for God’s 
essing on the work of the young people. The si 
with the hymn, “Abide with Me.” is ee oe 

The Leaguers then enjoyed an 
supper, where addresses were given 
Oswald. 


The evening service was conducted by R i 

: y y Rev. Goos, with Rev. 
Keitel, of Rosenfeld, Manitoba, preaching the sermon. This wee 
followed by a pageant, “The Heritage of the Child,” presented by 
a cast of forty young people, members of the Trinity Luther League 


and Sunday School, directed b: i i 
fasion we Gnceal irecte y Martha Ruccius, with Ernest 


hour of song at a fellowshi 
by Rev. E. G. Goos and Ed 


GERTRUDE V. I. RUCCIUS 
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January Senior Topics—Monthly Theme: ‘‘Good Things in Christian Life’’ 


A reecnt survey revealed that there should be a different set-up of Topic materials. 
you will find a change in set-up. The editor will appreciate your reaction. 


Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


January 3, 1937 
Second Sunday after Christmas 
LOVE: WHAT IS LOVE? 


1 Corinthians 13:4-8 


(By Rev. Paul M. Kinports, Executive Secretary 


Luther League of America) j 


Suggested Program 


Sing: ‘Love Divine, All Love Excelling”’ 

Read Psalm 97 responsively 

Sing: “God is Love: His Mercy Brightens” 

Read the Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 13 

Pray: Our Father Who art in heaven, we thank Thee for Thy 
wonderful love to us—a love that is infinite and eternal, a love 
that will not let us go. Grant that we may be more Christlike 
in all our dealings with others, whether it be in the home, or 
in the social circle, or out in the business world. Pour into 
our hearts that most excellent gift of love, the very bond of 
peace and of all virtues. Grant this we humbly pray in the name 
* the Lord Jesus, Who loved us and gave Himself for us. 

men. 

Sing: “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” 
(Have a member tell the story before singing the hymn) 

Present the Topic 

Discussion 

Pray: Sentence Prayers 

‘Offering—Special Music 

Sing: “Saviour, Breathe An Evening Blessing” 

Benediction 


Definitions of Love 

A feeling of strong, personal attachment induced 
by that which delights or commands admiration, by 
sympathetic understanding, or by ties of kinship, ardent 
affection. 

Manifestation of desire for, and an earnest effort 
to promote the welfare of a person, especially as seen 
in God’s solicitude for men and in men’s due gratitude 
and reverence to God. 

To have love for; to experience or manifest love 
for: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
they neighbor as thyself.” 


“Be we know love, like all things great, 
A strength of the years impart. 
Love is a house of holy bliss. : 
Not built by hand—nor yet by kiss 
Faith fashions through the centuries 
The Gothic of the heart.” 
—E. Merrill Root 


“What is Love? ’tis nature’s treasure. 
’Tis the storehouse of her joys; 
’Tis the highest heaven of pleasure, 
’Tis the bliss which never cloys.” 


Thomas Chatterton 
Hymn Story 
“O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” 
George Matheson, 1842-1906 

Dr. George Matheson was one of the most beloved 
clergymen in the Church of Scotland. His writings were 
numerous and of a high order. But the marvel of it all 
is that he was able to accomplish so much without his 
sight; for from the age of fifteen he was totally blind. 
His hymn, beginning, “O Love that wilt not let me go,” 
was sung out of his blindness and gives evidence of the 
courage with which he bore his great affliction. 

His own story of how he came to write the hymn 
is well worth quoting: “My hymn was composed in the 
manse of Innellan on the evening of June 6, 1882. I 
was at the time alone. It was the day of my sister’s 
marriage, and the rest of the family were staying over- 
night in Glasgow. Something had happened to me, which 


) In the Topics for this month 
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was known only to myself; and which caused the most 
severe mental suffering. It was the quickest bit of 
work I ever did in my life. I had the impression rather 
of having it dictated to me by some inward voice than 
of working it out myself.” 

William T. Stead quotes this letter from a corre- 
spondent: “At a time of great spiritual darkness, when 
God, Christ, and heaven seemed to have gone out of my 
life * * * IT heard this hymn sung in a little country 
chapel. The first two lines haunted me for weeks, and 
at last brought light and comfort to my dark soul.” 

—One Hundred and One Hymn Stories 
Quotations and Illustrations 

For Reading—Henry Drummond’s little brochure, 
“The Greatest Thing in the World,” is said to be the 
greatest treatise on love outside of the Bible. 

Love Never Fails—A lady who is in constant habit 
of giving away flowers from her garden is often heard 
to declare: “The flowers I give away never fade.” No, 
for they remain forever in the remembrance of those 
who receive them, keeping their color and fragrance to 
the end. Is there not in this a hint for all of us, con- 
cerning deeds of love and charity? 

Tests of Love—Knowing who the dear Lord was, 
the society to which He was accustomed in heaven, its 
sweetness and purity, beauty and intelligence, I won- 
der many times how He could endure the disciples who 
clustered so closely around Him. I have sat in a boat 
on a warm day with Galilean fishermen on the sea of 
Galilee. And they were no sweeter, nor any cleaner, 
two thousand years ago than they are today. I don’t 
think our blessed Lord “liked” them any better than I 
did. But then, He “loved” them, which is quite different. 
You cannot force yourself to “like” disagreeable people, 
but you can love them—dearly. For this is a command. 
And it’s easy for a Christian to obey. It isn’t for any- 
one else; no. That’s one of the tests of Christianity. 

—R. J. Burdette 

God’s Love—A needle will move towards a magnet 
when once a magnet has moved near to it. It is ours 
to run to Jesus as if all the running were ours; but the 
secret truth is that the Lord runs towards us, and this 
is the very heart of the business.—C. H. Spurgeon. 


Bible Readings 


(To be assigned at the leader’s discretion) 
How Jesus Reveals God’s Love 


Matthew 9:35-38—Through His Compassion 
John 6:1-14—Through His Miracles 

John 3:13-21—Through His Teaching 

John 13:1-5—Through His Own Love 
Matthew 20:20-28—Through His Service 
Romans 5:6-11—Through His Death 


ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEMBERS 

The Love That Cannot Fail 

Science can only go half-way and say: “All things 
work together for good.” Faith goes all the way and 
claims: “All things work together for good to them 
that love God.” Do they? Yes. The Christian life is 
on a plan of absolute conquest and success; it cannot 
fail in all its ultimates. It wins—more than conquerors. 
Sorrow, loneliness, poverty, all work toward ultimate 
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good for the Christian who loves God. To love God is 
to keep the springs of being fresh and receptive to all 
beautiful things. To love Him is to have poise, trust, 
endurance, the patience that waits, the zeal that works, 
the vision to plan. Love to) God makes our own lives 
magnetic for all divine things. 

Paul’s Answer 

“Now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; and the 
greatest of these is love.” Where did Paul learn that the 
greatest thing of all is love? The new insight goes back 
in the most direct way possible, to what Paul calls “the 
mind which was in Christ Jesus.” What makes Jesus 
stand out from the page of history is just this: that 
more than anybody before or since He believed in love, 
and every time Paul or John pronounces the word “love” 
the remembrance of the life and death of Jesus is vividly 
in their minds. 

The Vital Test 

The vital test of the character of a man is his be- 
haviour in the face of injustice. If he meets lie with lie, 
and hatred with hatred, he proves his weakness. But if 
he meets injustice and falsehood with forgiveness and 
kindness and love, he shows that he possesses something 
akin to that spirit which was in Christ Jesus. 

Another test of character is afforded when selfish- 
ness and faithlessness in our loved ones wring our 
hearts. A happy home is not possible unless the mem- 
bers of the home have learned to love in spite of petty 
faults. Again learn the secret of Jesus. We not only 
forgive our foes, love our enemies, but even pardon in- 
juries at the hands of friends and dear ones. When Jesus 
hung on the cross, He prayed, “Father, forgive them.” 
Love in Action 

We serve God and man in the positive help min- 
istered through Christian character. To ring true, to be 
faithful, patient, strong and honorable has in it a serv- 
ice beyond the power of commanding deed. 


KEY THOUGHTS 


Enemy and hate belong together; friend and 
love belong together in the minds and practices 
of the world since the beginning of time. 

When others seem unfriendly to us let us 
remember that we ourselves may often seem un- 
friendly to others. 

Faith is the condition upon which we may 
share in the love of God as manifested in Christ. 
When this love is in us it will shine forth. 

Possessed by love, our difficulties and afflic- 
tions would seem less, tasks would be lighter; 
hardship and sacrifice would be welcome. 

Christ’s revelation of the heavenly Father’s 
love was fruitless if we do not accept Him, and 
in turn show Him to others through our lives. 


What’s The Answer? 

What is the difference between love and fear? 

How can we show the love of God in our lives? 

Explain the Scripture: “We love Him because He 
first loved us.” 

How did Jesus show the “love of God” to people? 

How can we show love through our thoughts and 
deeds? 

What is your attitude towards anyone of whom you 
think as an enemy? 
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Discussion 
The relationship of “Love your enemies” with the 


“Golden Rule.” 


January 10, 1937 
First Sunday after Epiphany 
JOY: HOW TO BE HAPPY 
Psalm 112:1-7 


(By Rev. Paul M. Kinports, Executive Secretary, 
Luther League of America) 


Suggested Program 


Sing: “Come, Let us er Our epics Songs” 

Read the Scriptures: John 15:1-11 2 

Prayer: O God, Giver of light and power: We thank Thee for Thy 
care, for our home, for our parents, and our friends. We thank 
Thee for the joy of salvation, for the health of the body and 
vigor of mind, for the joy and delights of social intercourse. 
Make us joyful with gladness unforced, contagious, abounding, 
that all whom we meet may be kindled, from us, with Thy fire 
of joy. Help us to do only the things which are pleasing to 
Thee. Hear us, O God, in this our prayer, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 

Sing: “Rejoice, the Lord is King” 

Read Psalm, 112 responsively 

Sing: “Onward Christian Soldiers” : 
(Have a member tell the story before singing the hymn) 

Present the Topic 

Discussion 

Pray: The Lord’s Prayer 

Offering—Special Music 

Sing: “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” 

Benediction 


Definitions of Joy 


A lively emotion of happiness. That which causes delight. A 
state of happiness or felicity. Pleasurable feelings or emotions caused 
by a sense of well-being, by success, good fortune and the like. 


“Tf we noticed little pleasures 

As we notice little pains; 

If we quite forgot our losses, 

And remembered all our gains; 

If we looked for people’s virtues, 

And their faults refused to see 

What a comfortable, happy, 

Cheerful place this world would be.”’ 
—Anon 


“While I sought Happiness, she fled 
Before me constantly. 

Weary, I turned to Duty’s path, 
And Happiness sought me, 

Saying, “I'll walk the road today: 
T’ll bear thee company.” 


“If solid happiness we prize, 
Within our breast this jewel lies, 
And they are fools who roam; 
The World has nothing to bestow, 
From our own selves our bliss must flow, 
And that dear but—our home. 
Nathaniel Cotton 
Hymn Story 
“Onward, Christian Soldiers” 
Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834 


In Yorkshire, England, where Doctor Baring-Gould 
was stationed as curate of Horbury, it is the custom to 
observe Whitmonday as a day of festival for the school 
children. In 1865 his school was invited to march to a 
neighboring village, there to join the children of another 
school in the festival exercises. As he could not find a 
suitable hymn for the children ta sing while marching 
from one village to another, he sat up late into the night 
to compose a hymn; and out of those midnight hours 
came the lines, “Onward, Christian Soldiers,” to which 
the children marched toward their festival and to which 
hundreds of thousands of Christians have marched in the 
decades since it was written. 

With the cross of Jesus 

Going on before 
refers to the cross, borne at the head of the procession; 
while the many banners, following it, are pictured in the 
line, “See His banners go!” 


= 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


It was published in the“‘Church Times” in 1865. 
The hymn with its stirring tune, written later by 
Sir Arthur Sullivan, makes an ideal processional and has 
been widely used, not only in places of worship, but 
also upon a great variety of other occasions. Allan 
Sutherland, in “Famous Hymns of the World,” describes 
the wild rejoicing in Philadelphia on election night, 1905, 
when to signalize the victory of the Reform Movement 
thousands paraded the streets, singing this hymn; also 
its use in cheering Christian Japanese soldiers, starting 
for the war in 1904. It was the battle song of Roose- 
velt’s Progressive campaign in 1912. In the World War 
it was a prime favorite, and was sung by General Feng 
Yu Hsiang’s Eleventh Division of Chinese Christian 
soldiers as they advanced to battle before Peking in 
May, 1922. 
—One Hundred and One Hymn Stories 


Suggestions to the Leader Ml 

The League has chosen to think together about one 
of the most important matters in life. The author of a 
recent study on things that influence happiness says, 
“Tt might be claimed that in the last analysis the only 
thing in the universe that really matters is the degree 
of happiness felt by living things.” 

Yet though everyone wants happiness, many do 
not gain their desire. Why is this? Is it because they 
do not know what happiness is, or they do not know how 
to go about finding it? Can happiness be found by seek- 
ing it, or is it a sort of by-product? These are some of 
the questions that should be considered. 

The League may want to consider what they think 
they need to make themselves approach the most happy 
person. Have each person make suggestions and list 
them on the board. Encourage definite rather than 
vague suggestions. You will probably get in your list 
items like: expensive clothes, good books, health, movies, 
etc. Now arrange the items in order of importance. Then 
take a vote on the various items and summarize the 
vote. 

Quotations and Illustrations 


Can We Learn To Be Happy? 

These stories may be given out ahead of time and 
can be read or told: 

1. Tom had set his heart on going to college last 
fall. But due to the low price at which his father, a 
farmer, was forced to sell his crop, there was not 
enough money to send Tom to college. Tom’s dis- 
appointment was keen. But he put on an “I don’t care” 
air, and told his friends around town that after all col- 
lege often didn’t amount to much. He said he had really 
decided he didn’t want to go to college, even if he could. 

2. Mary was excited over the approaching junior 
prom. She must have a new dress for it. Her mother 
pointed out that she had had a new one for her last party 
and had worn it only the once so far. Moreover, she 
‘reminded Mary that she had already spent more for 
clothes this month than her budget allowed. Mary 
thought it all over. She might spend money from next 
month’s allowance, but then she thought that next month 
she might be sorry she had. The dress her mother sug- 
gested was as good as new. But someone might recog- 
nize it. Finally, she decided that, on the whole, the best 
thing would be to do without the new dress. 
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3. Margaret was heartbroken. She had wanted so 
much to be taken into the Writers’ Club. The rule was 
that any who wished to join must first submit an original 
story. If this was judged good enough, the author would 
be made a member of the club, Margaret had worked 
hard over her story, but it had been sent back marked 
“not accepted.’ She took the story and went up to her 
room to cry about it. There, all by herself, she fell to 
imagining that her story had been accepted and that she 
was being taken into the club. She pictured the president 
of the club making an enthusiastic speech of welcome to 
her and telling her how fine the story was and what a 
great writer she would some day be. Presently the 
striking of the clock downstairs reminded her that it 
was dinner time, and she “came back to earth.” She 
hid her story in a bureau drawer, brushed away a final 
tear, and went down to dinner. 


4. Bill had gone out for football early in the season, 
determined to make the team as quarterback. He was 
faithful at scrimmage, but it soon became apparent to 
those watching that he was not a quick enough thinker 
for the position, nor as clever at strategy as| Jim, who 
was also trying out for quarterback. So no one was sur- 
prised when Jim was given the regular berth, while Bill 
was used only for a few minutes in the easy games. After 
the fourth game, Bill quit coming out. “What’s the use 
of trying when the coach has it in for you and won't 
give you a square deal?” he demanded. 


5. Janet was hard at work planning how she would 
conduct her club of girls at their meeting day after to- 
morrow. She must get her plans all made to-night for 
she didn’t have another spare minute to work on them, 
Suddenly the phone rang. It was Betty, wanting Janet 
to go to a show with her. “We-e-ell,’ Janet hesitated. 
“Oh, all right; I'll be glad to go. Yes, I'll be ready right 
away.” And as she hurried upstairs to get dressed she 
thought, “I’ve done too much hard work this week any- 
way; a good time will make me feel better. I can get 
by with those girls, somehow, anyway.” 


These illustrations just given picture five people, 
each with some difficulty that must be dealt with. These 
are typical of the many situations in, the lives of all of 
us. 

Which of the five ways of dealing with a difficulty 
seems to you most likely to bring real and lasting 
happiness? 

Happiness Cannot Be Forced 

A paper relates that Seal, the famous clown who had 
made thousands laugh became a victim of settled melan- 
cholia. He consulted-a physician, who, not knowing 
Seal, said: “Go and see Seal. He'll cheer you up and 
give you a good laugh.” The patient looked at him in 
utter astonishment and sadly said: “But, doctor, I am 
Seal. Can nothing be done for me?” This instance goes 
to prove that enforced gaiety without the peace of Christ 
has its fixed limits. 


Happiness of the Righteous 

A business man overtook a negro trudging through 
the snow, humming to himself. He talked with him, and 
found that he was very poor. Finally he asked him if 
he did not think he would be happier if he were rich. 
“No, boss; all the rich men I work for nebber laugh.” 
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Bible Readings 


Proverbs 7:22—A Joyous Spirit f 
Isaiah 12:1-3—The Joy of Divine Fellowship 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11—Rejoice in Prosperity 
Luke 15:11-32—The Joy of Salvation | 

II Corinthians 9:6-15—The Joy of Giving 
Philippians 1:1-11—The Joy of Friendship 


ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEMBERS 

The Christian is to have a part in spreading joy and 
happiness. Of course, when we speak of that joy and 
happiness, we do not refer simply to that superficial 
happiness which consists almost solely in just having a 
good time, a passing enjoyment. True happiness lies 
deeper and means more. It includes first of all a life 
which has an abiding peace and contentment. It is a 
satisfied life in the truest sense. 


Look for Opportunities 

There are plenty of opportunities for helpful serv- 
ice. Kindnesses and courtesies rendered are productive of 
considerable happiness in the lives of folks, God has a 
way of blessing two parties in one kind act, the recipient 
and the giver. 


Happiness A By-Product 

He who makes happiness the chief end of his life 
and endeavor is very apt to miss it entirely. Happiness 
comes as the accompanying results of other things. Hap- 
piness is the added reward which God wraps in with 
other packages. The way of obedience and service of the 
Lord grows the flowers of gladness and joy which give 
their beauty and fragrance as you walk that way. 


KEY THOUGHTS 


Real joy comes not from ease, not from riches, 
not from applause of men, but from having done 
things that are worth while. : 

Said one: “Have a pleasant time.” ‘‘Thanks,” 
said the other, “I will; I always take it with me.” 

Do not run after happiness, but seek to do 
good and you will find that happiness will run 
after you. 

The ultimate of everything is God. A man 
never reaches his highest level, even in happiness, 
until he lives for God. 

Plato said: “Happiness is to live reflectively.” 

Epicurus said: “Happiness is to live cheerily— 
eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die.” 

Reno said: “Happiness is to live with fortitude, 
to accept with a brave heart for whatever is to 
be will be.” 

Christ says: “I am the way” to true happiness. 


What’s The Answer 
What is your personal understanding of the word 
“happiness?” 
In what way does Christianity contribute to the 
happiness of the world in general? 


Name some modern people who are helping others. 
Do you think they are happy about it? If not, why do 
they do it? 

Have I learned the art of being permanently happy? 


Can I be happy in doing many things or is my en- 
joyment limited to one or two things? 


Discussion 
Could we discard institutions such as prisons, armies, 
hospitals, Old Folks’ homes, if each person endeavored 
to help others to be happy? 
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January 17, 1937 
The Transfiguration 


HOPE: THE SPIRIT OF OPTIMISM 
John 16:33 


(By Rev. Paul M. Kinports, Executive Secretary 
; Luther League of America) 


Suggested Program 


Sing: “Singing for Jesus, Our Saviour and King” 

Pravert Oo Gok. our hope is in Thee. We lift our eyes unto the 
hills from whence cometh our help. We are in the valley where 
there is darkness; but looking up, we can see the light of Thy 
glory on the hilltops above us, and the vision dispels our fears 
and fills us with hope and courage. Make us quick to see 
every opportunity for service and faithful to improve it. _ All of 
which we ask in the Name and for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

Read Psalm 42 responsively ; 

Sing: ‘““My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 

Read the Scriptures: John 16:23-33_ : 

Sing: “Faith of Our Fathers, Living Still’ _ 

(Have a member tell the story before singing the hymn) 

Present the Topic 

Discussion 

Pray: We give thanks unto Thee, Heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ, Thy dear Son, that Thou hast this day so graciously 
protected us, and we beseech Thee to give us a greater spirit 
of optimism. May we have hope in the future and looking unto 
Thee, the strength of our life take courage to face the battles 
of life. Let Thy holy angel have charge concerning us; that the 
wicked one have no power over us. Amen. 

Offering—Special Music 

Sing: “May the Grace of Christ Our Saviour” 


Benediction 
Definitions of Hope 


Desire accompanied with expectation of obtaining what is de- 
sired or belief that it is obtainable—often personified after I Corin- 
thians 13:13. 


Expectation merely—prospect. Reliance. 


“God, Thy morning air— 
It holds for me 
The joy of a new born day— 
A sparkling memory of yesterdays, 
A bubbling thrill of new beginnings 
And new dreams, 
A keen awareness of life at its best, 
An awe of splendor at the rising sun. 
God, a new day— 
It brings to me 
Life again, and my Quest!” 

—Anna Laura Munro 


“Build on and make thy castles high and fair, 
Rising and reaching upward to the skies; 
Listen to voices in the upper air 

Nor love thy simple faith in mysteries.” 


—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 


“O living will that shalt endure 

When all that seems shall suffer shock, 

Rise in the spiritual rock, 

Flow through our deeds and make them pure; 


That we may lift from out of dust 

A voice as unto him that hears, 

A cry above the conquered years 

To one that with us works; and trust, 


With faith that comes of self-control, . 
The truths that never can be proved 
Until we close with all we loved 

And all we flow from, soul to soul.” 


—Alfred Tennyson 
Hymn Story 
“Faith of Our Fathers: Living Still” 
Frederick William Faber, 1814-1863 


The singing of hymns to the “Lord and Master of 
us all” is the greatest bond between Christians of differ- 
ent forms of faith. Evangelical Churches sing hymns. 
by the Unitarian poets, such as Sir John Bowring’s “In 
the Cross of Christ I Glory,” and Sarah Flower Adams” 
“Nearer, My God, to Thee,” and the Roman Catholic 
hymns of Father Faber, and Cardinal Newman’s “Lead 
Kindly Light;” while Charles Wesley’s “Jesus, Lover of 
My Soul,” and “Onward, Christian Soldiers,” by Sabine 
Baring-Gould, are sung with fervor by Romanists. 

It is curious that just as Faber, once a priest in the 


Church of England, in sympathy with the Oxford Move- 
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ment, followed Newman in. 1846 into the Roman Catholic 
Church, his hymn, “Faith of Our Fathers,” has traveled 
in the opposite direction, and by an editorial modification 
of its theological teaching has been changed from an 
expression of Romanist faith into one of the great war- 
songs of modern Protestantism. Faber wrote, having 
distinctly in mind the heroes and martyrs of Catholicism: 

Faith of our fathers! living still 

In spite of dungeon, fire, and sword, 

How Ireland’s heart beats high with joy. 
His lines, uttering the Mariolatry of his Church, 

Faith of our fathers! Mary’s prayers 

Shall win our country back to thee, 
were altered in a Unitarian hymnal to 

Faith of our fathers! Good men’s prayers 

Shall win our country all to thee. 

He states in his Preface to Jesus and Mary, in which 
this hymn first appeared, that his purpose was to supply 
Catholic hymns with the fervor and simplicity of the 
Olney Hymns and the Wesley hymns. 

—One Hundred and One Hymn Stories 


Quotations and Illustrations 

Power of Hope—No man or woman is ever used by 
God to build up His kingdom who has lost hope. Where- 
ever I have found a worker in God’s vineyard who has 
lost hope I have found a man or woman not very useful. 
It is very important to have hope in the Church; and 
it is the work of the Holy Ghost to impart hope. Let 
him come into some of the Churches where there have 
not been any conversions for a few years, and let Him 
convert a score of people, and see how hopeful the 
Church becomes at once. He imparts hope. A man filled 
with the Spirit of God will be very hopeful. He will be 
looking out into the future and he knows that it is all 
bright because the God of all grace is able to do great 
things —Dwight L. Moody. 

Hope in Trouble—Dr. G. Campbell Morgan tells of 
a man whose shop had been burned in the Chicago fire. 
He arrived at the ruins next morning carrying a table. 
He set this up amid the charred debris and above it 
placed this optimistic sign: ‘Everything lost except wife, 
children and hope. Business will be resumed as usual 
tomorrow morning.” The Christian’s joy is like this; it 
rises, 

Hope ever urges on, and tells us tomorrow will be 
better. 

Bible Readings 


Isaiah 41:17-18—A Message of Hope : 
Psalm 16:8, 9—Hope as the Foundation of Health and Happiness 
Romans 4:17, 18—Hope that Helps us’ to Overcome 

John 14—The Challenge of Discipleship 

Hebrews 6:11-19—Hope That Endures 


ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEMBERS 

Heroes in the Bible-Patterns of Hope 

Hope is the name of a grace which is a character- 
istic of the religion of the Bible. In reliance on the re- 
vealed character of God, it looks forward with confidence 
to the fulfillment of the Divine purpose. It is a principle 
_ of moral action, acting directly on the will. It inspires 
endurance and self-control, stability and firmness. It 
colors man’s intellectual life, It fortifies the will. It 
forms a great part of heroic virtue. The heroes of faith 
in the Bible are also the patterns of hope. 
Accumulate Hope 

Hope is Heart—in’ full health. 
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It is just as easy to become a bankrupt in hope as 
to become bankrupt in money. It is made up of equal 
parts of courage, will, work, and faith. 

Hope is not material and cannot be measured in 
mere money or ambition. 

Hope is eternal, just like the stars. 

Hope brightens the eye, squares the jaw and stiffens 
the backbone. 

In Christian Achievement 

If we do not like the word “success” in connection 
with the objectives that Christ would have us seek, let 
us think of His way of encouraging achievement. Re- 
call how He urged the disciples forward, allowed them 
to teach and preach, sent them out through the country- 
side as if they, themselves, were prophets, caused Peter 
to walk on the waves as long as the disciple’s faith re- 
mained firm. 

With the ideals of Jesus as a background aid, we 
shall discover qualities of Christian achievement, quali- 
ties that will be in harmony with the Christian spirit to 
advance, the spirit of Hope, the spirit of optimism, in 
face of the tribualtion in this world. Be of good cheer, 
Christ has overcome all this; so may we, if we place 
ourselves in His hands as our friend and guide. 


KEY THOUGHTS 


When times are dark, and everything we touch 
fades and) perishes, let us Hope in God. 

Christians are called to Hope. The Lord will 
surely appear unto His people and turn their sor- 
row into joy. 

The Church ought to be the place where the 
music of hope is played and sung; it ought to be 
the house of hope, and love, and gratitude. 

Any hope that will not accept the test of sacri- 
fice is a false hope. 

Drop a word of hope wherever you can. 

False prophets excite false hopes. 

Each new dawn offers an opportunity for a 
fresh beginning, It is a challenge to build into the 
girders of our lives materials which will make for 
strong, Christ-like characters. 

May the spirit of hope become the steel of 
these supporting structures which shall not only 
sustain our Christianity but which will hasten the 
Kingdom of God on earth. 


What’s The Answer? 

Should we believe in a simpler life, a slower, easier 
pace? 

Does this apply in Church work? 

Can a Christian face tomorrow with less worry than 
a non-Christian? Why or why not? 

What was the secret of Jesus’ confidence? 

Just what is it about a Christian’s trust in God which 
makes him face tomorrow with confidence? 

How far can a man prepare himself in advance so 
that he will meet the testing times effectively? How? 


January 24, 1937 
Septuagesima Sunday 
POISE: READY FOR ANYTHING 
Philippians 4:11-13 
(By Rev. Paul M. Kinports, Executive Secretary 
Luther League of America) 
Suggested Program 


Sing: “Christ, Thou Art the Sure Foundation” 
Read Psalm 30 responsively 
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Prayer: Almighty and merciful God, to whom the light and dark- 
ness are both alike, and without whom nothing befalls Thy 
children, strengthen us to meet all the experiences of life with 
a steadfast and undaunted heart; help us to go our way bravely 
whether it be rough or smooth, and when the mists hide’ Thy 
face, to continue patiently till they are dispersed by the sun 
of Thy unchanging love. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Sing: “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 

Read the Scriptures: Philippians 4:11-13 

Sing: “Take My Life and Let It Be’ Ne 
(Have a member tell the story before singing the hymn) 

Present the Topic 

Discussion 

Pray: Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the 
works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life, in which Thy Son Jesus Christ came to 
visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when He shall 
come again in His glorious majesty to judge both the quick and 
the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Offering: Special—Music 


Benediction pn 
Definition 
Poise—to hold balanced; to act as a counterpoise; 
to ponder. 


It is a quality which enables us to judge of our own 
value, and which, in revealing to us the knowledge of 
the things of which we are really capable, gives us at 
the same time the desire to accomplish them. 


BE STRONG 
Maltbie D. Babcock 


Be strong! 
We are not here to play, to dream, to drift; 
We have hard work to do, and loads to lift. 
Shun not the struggle—face it; ’tis God’s gift. 


Be strong! 
Say not the days are evil; who’s to blame? 
And fold the hands and acquiesce—oh, shame! 
Stand up, speak out, and bravely, in God’s name; 


Be strong! 
It matters not how deep intrenched the wrong. 
How hard the battle goes, the day how long; 
Faint not—fight on! To-morrow comes the song. 
—Church Review 


The world has room for the manly man, with the 
spirit of manly cheer; 

The world delights in the man who smiles when 
his eyes keep back the tear; 

It loves the man who when things go wrong, can 
take his place and stand 

With his face to the fight and his eye to the hight, 
and toil with a willing hand. 


NOW 


“Forget the past and live the present hour; 
Now is the time to work, the time to fill 

The soul with noblest thoughts, the time to will 
Heroic deeds, to use whatever dower 

Heaven hath bestowed, to test our utmost power. 
Now is the time to love and, better still, 

To serve our loved ones, overpassing ill] 

To rise triumphant; thus the perfect flower 

Of life shall come to fruitage.”’ 


Hymn Study 


“Take My Life, and Let It Be” 
Frances Ridley Havergal, 1836-1879 


Of this hymn, written while visiting Areley House, 
in England, 1874, the author, Frances Ridley Havergal, 
once wrote: ‘There were ten persons in the house, some 
unconverted and long-prayed for; some converted, but 
not rejoicing Christians. He gave me the prayer: “Lord, 
give me all in this house.’ And He just did! Before I 
left the house everyone had got a blessing. The last 
night of my visit, after I had retired, the governess asked 
me to go to the two daughters. They were crying, etc. 
Then and there both of them trusted and rejoiced, It 
was nearly midnight. I was too happy to sleep, and 
passed most of the night in praise and renewal of my 
own consecration; and these little couplets formed them- 
selves and chimed in my heart one after another until 
they finished with ‘Ever, only, all for Thee!’ ” 

Four years later she wrote: “The Lord has shown 
me another little step, and, of course, I have taken it 
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with extreme delight. ‘Take my silver and my gold’ now 
means shipping off all my ornaments (including a jewel 
cabinet, which is really fit for a countess) to the Church 
Missionary House, where they will be accepted and 
disposed of for me, I retain only a brooch or two for 
daily wear, which are memorials of my dear parents; 
also a locket with the only portrait I have of my niece, 
who is in heaven. But these I redeem so that the whole 


value goes to the Church Missionary Society.” 
—One Hundred and One Hymn Stories 


Quotations and Illustrations 

It may be well to pass in review quotations and il- 
lustrations of the principal qualities of which poise is 
composed. 

Will-Power—‘“It is will-power which gives us the 
force to maintain a resolution which will lead us to the 
hoped-for goal of success.” 

“It is will-power also which enables us to correct 
the faults which stand in the way of the acquiring of 
poise.” 

Reason Power—‘“It is reasoning-power which teaches 
us to distinguish between those things that we must be 
careful to avoid and those which are part and parcel of 
the domain of exaggeration.” 

“Confusion is never the fate of those who are re- 
solved on a definite line of conduct.” 3 

Pride that is free from Vanity—‘Pride is a force. It 
is therefore, a virtue which must of necessity be one of 
the components of poise, so long as it contains within 
it no seeds of vanity.” 

“Lack of poise is often due to nothing so much as 
an execss of vanity which throws one back upon oneself 
from the fear of not being able to shine in the front 
rank,” 

Bible Readings 


Proverbs 30:8-9—A. Good Rule 

Luke 16:19-31—A Life That Failed 

Matthew 19 :16-22—Entanglements 

Psalm 1:1-6—Religion Leads to Success 

I Corinthians 15 :58—Perseverance 

I Chronicles 22:11-13—Qualities That Make for Success 

ASSIGNMENTS FOR MEMBERS 

The question is not “What can you do?” but “What 
can you and God do together?” Purington says that 
there are two great words: “I can.’ Emerson has left 
this remarkable phrase: “Each man has an aptitude born 
with him to do some feat impossible to anyone else. 
Every man and woman can do something where he or 
she is placed better than anyone else can—something in 
business, something in art, religion, trade or society.” 
Brisbane says: “Everyone that wills can achieve suffi- 
cient health and sufficient strength to make life worth 
while and happy.” Now add the God element: “My 
grace is sufficient for thee.’ “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengtheneth me.” No wonder 
Garfield, as a young man standing at the lock of the 
canal silently asked God to be with him and let him 
come back again bringing his sheaves with him. What 
do you want most? What do you want to do? Your 
very aspiration, your heart longing and yearning are the 
indicators of your possibilities. 
Men Who Achieved 

Prescott, blind, groping his way across the hall at 
Harvard, but becoming a master of languages, ancient 
and modern, and a great historian, 
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Parkman, his health ruined, lame, but making his 
life count for God and humanity. 

Christ. He matched Himself against the religious 
hierarchy of His day; pitted Himself against the Roman 
Empire; against oppression, slavery, the sweat shop, 
the slum, and the evils of His day. “I can” will yet 
improve the forward work of man and win the world 
for Christ. 

The Secret of Contentment 

Contentment is not a gift. It is the direct result 
of training in the school of life. The word “commence- 
ment” is rightly used in regards to graduating from our 
schools and colleges, for it is then that we really begin 
to learn in the school of life. 

The secret of true contentment is in Christ. Sorrow- 
ful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 


KEY THOUGHTS 

Poise is a large phase of Success already 
worked out. For there can be little of success 
without poise. : 

Poise is keeping your head when everybody 
else loses theirs. 

Poise is power—square-jawed and firm-set. 

When blame all seems to come your way; 
when the fingers of fault-finders all seem centered 
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in front of your face; when failure after failure 
files into your door; when former friends form 
into foes—then’s the time for poise. 

The strong man always listens—and thinks. 

Poise, put into your character, will balance 
and proportion it—make it fit and formidable, 

The man of action can at times be seen at 
his desk, calm and collected—with plenty of time 
for anything important. 


Study out and apply to yourself—poise. 


What’s The Answer? 


Poise. 

If a person was not born with this characteristic, 
how would he acquire it? What are some situations in 
which there is opportunity to cultivate this characteristic, 
For instance, are there any school situations that pro- 
vide such opportunities? 

How does one get confidence in himself? 

How does a person become skillful in meeting diffi- 
cult problems? 

Should a group of young people who have as their 
purpose foliowing Jesus, be ready for anything worth 
while in life? 

Why is a “drifter” less likely to get along with 
others than a person who has a goal toward which he 
steadily works? 
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The January Intermediate Topics 


Monthly Theme: “PRAYERS” 
January 3, 1937 
BIBLE PRAYERS 
Luke 11:1-4 


(By Rev. Paul F. Obenauf, Verona, Pa.) 


To the Leader: Such a series of subjects concerning prayer de- 
mands spiritual as well as mental preparation. Let personal prayers 
temper your preparation. Have several prayer periods in your de- 
votional part of the meeting. 

Use the following material in your own words to develop your 
presentation over the basis of the following outline, which also is 
almost consecutive material presentation in the development. 


(See the Luther League Quarterly Helps 
for all incidental program data) 


A. General Introduction to the January ‘‘Pray-er’’ topic series 

1. Objectives desired 

2. Definitions of prayer ; ‘ 

3. The order of the topics and climax of prayer habits desired 
B. Bible Prayers—Examples of Prayer 

1. Old Testament and New Testament Prayers 

2. The Prayer eps 

3. Our Ideal Prayer—Write it 


C. Prayer in the lives of all great men 


1. Jesus 
2. Count von Luxemburg 
3. Abraham 
4. Luther 
5. Peter. 
D. (Conclusion) Our Christian life in the light of Bible Pray-ers 
1. Basis 
Zee abit 


A young man I saw in Church recently, whispered 
to a companion all during a prayer—chewing his gum 
with vigorous gusto, his eyes roving the rows of bowed 
heads in front of him, his attention anywhere except on 
the praying leader, he showed outwardly a lack of in- 
terest, due doubtless to a poor understanding and train- 
ing in the prayer habit; a habit unknown to him, 


How many Leaguers are obvious to prayers, yet 
come regularly to Sunday School, Church and the Luther 
League? It is well that we study prayer once again. 


If we in our League can learn to pray more sincerely, 
find God oftener, help center another’s Christian life 
closer to God through our offering of some petition in the 
Name of Christ, discover and then turn aside some of 
the difficulties to prayer and establish a definite daily 
prayer habit, then our study is of worth, 

As defined almost theologically, “Prayer is that 
means of relationship with God, whereby the trustful 
child establishes a vital contact with the Father, God.” 

More simply stated, we declare prayer to be con- 
versation with God. Not a talking “to” God, but a con- 
versation “with” God. A little child one day called up 
her father at his business residence. Not even listening 
at the receiver she prattled away about her newest play- 
mate and immediately hung, up the receiver. Do you 
understand prayer to be thus one-sided? We shall see 
more on the 17th of January, under “Answered Prayers.” 

There are some who ask if we dare talk together so 
intimately on such a subject? Unhesitatingly, we say 
that more misunderstandings may come by not talking 
and discussing our intimate relation to our God-Father, 
than all sacreligious or disrespectful ideas that might arise 
by discussing this in a too open manner. Actually there 
are no new or great difficulties in prayer and the pray- 
er’s attitude and habit today. A man building a house 
does not tear down a strong foundation that his father 
may have built but rather starts there and builds higher. 

Therefore, we shall accept the definitions and ideas 
of our millions of true Christian forbears and accept 
prayer as a conversation with God. 

This topic opens the series with “Bible Prayers,” 
which gives us the Example ideal for prayer. 

Follows “When and How to Pray,” or the Method 
of prayer. 
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“Answered Prayer’ shows us the Promises as we 
consider that the meeting following. 

Culminating in “Helps for Prayer,” we hope to see 
this final topic as Action or Habit in our Christian lives. 


Examples for Pray-ers—Bible Prayer 

-To definitely state and comment upon all prayers 
in the Bible is beyond our time ability in one meeting. 
However, to pass all by is equally putting too much 
responsibility upon individual study: From the Old 
Testament then, let us look to Jacob—most cunning of 
the Patriarchs. In the 32nd Chapter of Genesis, Jacob 
wrestles physically with an unknown man later as the 
representative of God, mentally wrestling with all de- 
termination until God gave him a spiritual blessing. The 
sainted Dr. Passavant of our own Lutheran Church has 
said, “Blessed are they that stick.” Truly Jacob in his 
prayer habits was a pray-er that didn’t give up. 

The parade of Pray-ers passes, and the life of each 
was enriched by Jehovah contacts, without which such 
greatness would have been an impossibility. 

(Mr. Leader: You can develop any or all of these 
characters into a narrative. May we suggest a Bible 
Story Book such as Ergemeier’s or Hurlbut’s?) “Pray- 
ers” pass before us: Adam, Enoch, Abraham, Lot, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Samson, Elijah, 
Samuel and his mother Hannah, David, Solomon, Daniel, 
Isaiah and Jeremiah, Amos and countless others. 

Again the New Testament finds an equal number of 
ardent pray-ers, culminating in Christ, The Pray-er—yes, 
even Him, Three wise men find The Answer to their 
prayer studies; a blind beggar pleads, ‘have mercy upon 
me,” with the answer after his third petition; an aching 
sin-weary world received the Christ as an answer to 
prayer of the ages; Stephen is martyred with a mur- 
mured “Forgive.” ; 

But the prayer of the New Testament is our Scrip- 
ture for the topic. Its underlying thoughts we've studied, 
or are studying in confirmation classes. Its power and 
universality is unlimited. Its perfection is unapproach- 
able. And yet it is a meaningless monotony to many a 
Christian who hears, “We'll say the Lord’s Prayer,” 
and then does “say” it! How much better to “Let us 
Pray our Lord’s Prayer.” 

Have you an ideal of prayer? Have you ever tried 
to write a prayer? (Leader: It is possible to cooperate 
with next Sunday’s leader by asking each to write a short 
prayer and bring it for use at next or some following 
Sunday’s meeting.) 

What would you include? The Prayer of our Lord 
will form an excellent thought about prayer but prayed 
until, as it were, “great drops of blood” showed his 
seriousness and agony in it all. 

Count von Luxemburg, in escaping from Siberian 
political exile, forced a Chinese raft and boatman to row 
out into a dark bay, destination unknown. Prayerfully he 
considered his plight and said that he placed the care of 
his life in the hands of a great God. His trust in Him 
found effect as they bumped the dark hull of a freighter, 
where the Count found stowaway refuge and thus es- 
caped. Said he: “As I was considering my escape almost 
completed, two fellow countrymen of the Russian Custom 
House approached me on that boat in the semi-darkness 
and halted me. I cringed low, acting as an Oriental. My 
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heart pounded out an ‘O God, in this 11th hour, this 59th 
minute and second of near success, save me;’ while my 
hat-hidden eyes waited for their move of recognition and 
thus another 20 years in that dreary frozen north. With 
a tug at the sleeve, one officer pulled the other away 
with a remark of letting the Chink alone. I found my 
only true solace and reliance in all my varied adventures 
was my prayers with the Almighty.” 

Abraham’s name “Friend” of God was based upon his 
prayer life, yes, his abundant life in Jehovah. 

Peter’s miraculous escape from the inner prison 
came about through the pray-ers of that early Christian 
Church. 

Luther’s writings abound in references to his prayer 
habits of which he could refer to as many and of long 
duration. 

What really great men ever did exist without the 
ideal life of prayer habits? 

And so we Leaguers want to form our lives with a 
desire toward Christ’s ideal. Unless one becomes a 
pray-er, we can’t reach to first base. The basis of it 
all must be a friendship with God; a friendship of love, 
trust, and yet of respect, even fear of the majesty of 
the God head. 

And only by daily habits of Prayer can we ever hope 
to achieve any form of Christian character. Fix your 
daily meditations on Christ in all faith, in all love and 
a young life will ring truer for the opportunity and ac- 
complishment of God’s Service; yes, full Life Service. 


(See John E. McFayden’s “The Prayers of the Bible.”) 


(Better yet, read your Bible to know the prayers of the Bible. 
Your pastor will help you list them.) 


January 10, 1937 
WHEN AND HOW TO PRAY 
1 Thessalonians 5:17; Matthew 6:5-8; James 5:13-18 
(By Rev. Paul F. Obenauf, Verona, Pa.) 


To the Leader: Herewith is an outline for your fuller develop- 
ment of the topic. However, the material presented somewhat fol- 
lows the outline. Forget not that the spiritual preparation for self and 
in the devotionals needs much time in prayerful meditation, Have 
several periods of prayer in the meeting. 


A. Introduction 
1. Method presented 
3. Prayer is instinctive 

B. When 

: 1. Habitual versus occasional 
2. Constant relationship 


C. How 
1. Recognition of principles 
2. Attitudes 
3. Following models 


D. Practice of prayer 

“A fanatic Hindu,” says Ripley, “has laid on a bed 
of spikes for over 20 years.” Another man also practic- 
ing what he calls prayer, has held his hand and arm 
over his head for so many years that it has become alt 
shrunken and withered. When and How do you, Luther 
Leaguer, pray? 

Here is Method of prayer. Even the disciples, hav- 
ing been intimate followers of the Lord for many months. 
asked to be taught to pray. Do not feel badly if you do 
not know how to pray; it has been thus with many for 
ages, this feeling of inability to pray. And yet while 
you do not feel able to offer the chief prayer in a Church 
service, still you have a prayer life with God, surely. 

And so, if you have a daily or even hourly medita- 
tional conversation with God, yours is the abundant life 
in prayer. Thus our definition remains “talking” with God. 


ve 
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There are those who would claim that prayer is an 
instinctive tendency in the heart of man. Did not the 
original Americans pray in their Indian fashion and 
thought forms? And yet uncontrolled instinct, untrained 
natural tendencies are not most satisfactory or ideal. 

In a Major Bowes amateur hour, this past summer, 
one lad of 18 or 19 proposed to sing some popular num- 
ber, all of which he did fairly well. The Major, com- 
plimenting him, suggested a more difficult number, which 
as the young man tried it, turned to be his undoing as 
the gong sounded. In the pinch or the necessity, his lack 
of training was not overcome by his natural ability, 

What one of us could not pray more truly and fer- 
vently, if training was back of prayer instinct? 

To the query “When to pray?” most'would ask for 
a practical suggestion as to time of day. Considering 
that normally we publicly pray but once every seven 
days, in a family group but once a day, if at all, we need 
some definite program of daily prayer. If we truly have 
need of God, our prayerhabits will daily form; to him 
who feels he can do without God except in the crisis, 
“when” means occasionally. Habitual regularity is the 
key to business success—why not in a spiritual program? 

And so, with Paul’s admonition, “pray without ceas- 
ing,’ we suggest not just a morning prayer.as you rise, 
not just grace at meals, not only the family group and 
the reading of Scripture, not alone your private Bible 
meditation upon retiring but taking the lesson of the sun- 
flower—let every life open itself to God as He bursts 
forth in the glory of a new day, and as He progresses 
toward the evening, let the devout Christian keep his 
heart turned to the Light of God; and so with the mov- 
ing of the day we follow Him, even as the sunflower 
faces thé rising sun and turns to face the setting sun 
at close of day. 

How to pray? (Leader: Note device of Key word in 
Quarterly for assistance—put outline on a blackboard.) 

We must know God. Therefore, we must read His 
Word. We must know. requirements of prayer. To 
some, asking for things or supplication is prayer; to 
another, thanksgivng is prayer. To that meditative. soul 
who has withdrawn from the world into the convent. or 
monastery, prayer is a complete surrender in devotion. 
Still others feel it is a recounting of deeds done and 
undone, which comes near to confession. The elements 
of prayer are wide and varied, depending upon the type 
and place of praying. There is no hard and fast rule. 

The writer was one day praying in a prison service. 
Later a prisoner privately asked, “Who was this Grace 
you were praying about?” With many others, he knew 
not of the grace of God or in other words “the favor of 
God.” Thus prayer, public especially, must be tempered 
to the time and place. 

However, the elements of adoration, 
thanksgiving, supplication and submission are sufficient 
for one’s composition of prayer thoughts. 

Silence, and reverence, and humility enter into our 
attitudes in prayer. Silence you say? Much has been 
heard from the Almighty in the midst of great silences, 
attitudes in prayer. Silence you’ Say? Much has been 
waiting for Him, Witness the whole Quaker service, 
with its extreme use of silence. 

As to attitude of posture, Lutherans generally stand 
or kneel, signifying respect and humility; generally bow 


confession, 
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the head, showing our respect to God; eyes closed and 
hands folded, primarily to shut out harassing, worldly 
hindrances. 

Again we ask how to pray and suggest models for 
prayer. 

In our Common Service Book, are your General 
Prayers, which, if analyzed, able to give a means of 
modeling your prayer along those lines. 

A legend tells of little Pirushka whose wealthy 
father. had an artisan make a mechanical flying bird for 
little bird-loving Pirushka, sick in bed. He had many 
loved and loving feathered friends who would flutter all 
about him in the open. But in illness he pined for his 
birds. Interested, he played with his mechanical bird 
until it sailed out the window, not to return. Finally, one 
of his doves was brought which made the boy happy 
and therefore, much better. But, alas, it, too, flew out the 
window—however, only to return with hosts of his 
feathered friends, which so delighted him that he soon 
recovered. 

This legend is true in prayer life. Exact models 
can be mechanically constructed but it’s only when life 
and energy and fire and love is therein, that they become 
messages of strength and health spiritually. 

.Again, repeating from last week, our final theme is 
and ought to be: Practice that prayer habit daily. Help 
re-establish Bible reading and prayer in the family circle. 
If you need meditations and guidance, your pastor can 
suggest good materials. 


Let your life be constantly lived then in the prayer 
atmosphere, whereby the Presence is always with you. 
Go, young Leaguer, into your private prayer closet at 
your stated time. Find God there as your Friend and 
Guide and yours will be the way of living your Chris- 
tianity in the school room, in your club, in your play. 


January 17, 1937 
ANSWERED PRAYERS 
(By Rev. Paul F. Obenauf, Verona, Pa.) 
John 14:12-15; John 11:41, 42; Acts 12:1-17 


To the Leader: Let the following outline provide for your 
freer development of the topic, even though the material below fol- 
lows somewhat this outline. We suggest that personal preparation 
be made in prayerful attitudes; that several periods for prayer be 
provided in the devotional section of meeting. ' 


A. Introduction eG 
1. ‘The Promise idea 
2. Whence. our prayers 


B. Apparent Impossibility quite possible 
1, .Example of surety 
2. God’s love necessitates an answer 


(Cometic Pray-ers answer to Answered Prayer 
D. Prayer as conquest of Kingdom of God 


Many were the prayers of those early Christians as 
they gathered in the upper room. A girl, Rhoda, hears 
the outside gate clang. She peeps forth with fear and 
trembling, A mirage? A vision? No! It is Peter. Even 
as she hurries back she hears the theme of the petitions 
of the morning, “O heavenly Father, if it be Thy will, 
release Thy servant Peter from the prison, that he may 

*  *. * -?? The startled maiden shouts to the more 
startled pray-ers, “It is he—Peter awaits without. Our 
prayers are answered; Glory be to God on high.” And 
then the elders reprove the girl: “Nonsense! How could 
it be Péter? He’s within the third jail, guarded by the 
best soldiery.” The girl’s startledness grows to im- 
patient with, “But I tell you he is without the door, even 
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now, knocking for admittance. Is not the burden of 
your prayers this day, a petition for the release of Peter? 
Our prayers are answered. Only believe me.” And the 
skeptical pray-ers, despite their lack of faith, saw the 
answered prayer. 

Even so today, we sometimes cannot believe the 
almost impossible. But despite it all, we can hope and 
pray for a greater faith to still believe greater blessings 
possible through our trust in God. If we possess such 
a faith, what an assortment of blessings and promises 
are possible! 

The covenant relationship between God and man 
is a vital powerful means of bringing the Kingdom of 
God closer home. “Can God hear us in our prayers?” 
has been upon the lips of young people throughout each 
age. Each of us must fight through and come to the 
conclusion of the centuries that “God can and, further- 
more, does hear.” One of the great political prisoners 
of the Russion revolution was imprisoned 18 months, 
60 feet underground, never seeing any human, even his 
guard, absolutely confined in the solitary cell. Says he: 
“T never thought God could be so close to one. My only 
recourse was to plead my cause into His waiting, almost 
visible ear.’ He lived to tell of his experiences to 
Christendom. 


When The Impossible Happens 
Some would claim on the atheist’s side, that God 
cannot hear * * * it is impossible to have God hear 
our prayers. But the history of the saints, the history 
of the Church, yes, even the history of you and I, pro- 
claims loudly from the housetop, “The impossible has 
scored again—our prayers are answered.” 


The late Bishop Darlington told of his childhood 
faith in answered prayer, how that because of an incident 
at boarding school, he came almost to hold prayer as 
fetish or as a superstitious power. He was slated for 
punishment, doubtless, as he, with other wrong-doers, 
was called before the headmaster. “I prayed to be re- 
leased as I walked in with the others. Most surprised 
was I then to hear the master remark as he came to me, 
that I was to be released, for what reason such a decision 
he could not say, just felt Darlington ought to be re- 
leased. I walked out convinced of the answer to prayer.” 


One is just as certain that God will hear his prayers 
as he is that the corn or the wheat, or any seed, when 
properly nourished, will become a great plant or tree. 
It just grows. God just hears and so answers our prayers. 

We're quite certain that God answers the pray-ers, 
though not always giving the affirmative to be the re- 
turn for praying. 

The primary thought most of us center in God is the 
ideal of love. It was the power of love that gave to the 
world an only Begotten Son. Such love overpowers all 
evil, all harmful. If God is such love, can we dare to 
think that He would not answer the prayers of His faith- 
ful children? A father buys some poison at the drug 
store. Coming home, he sets this bright red bottle 
with its bright skull and crossbones label, on the table. 
Baby, in the highchair reaches for the bright object, only 
to have a father, who dearly loves and is primarily in- 
terested in the best welfare of that child, remove it even 
though its pleas and cries are to possess it. And so, even 
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to those whose prayers seem to find an answer diametric- 
ally opposed to the desired petition in the prayer, are 
often finding God answering the pray-er and not the 
prayer. All because of a tender love, He refuses our 
petition for our own best good. 


What After Conviction? 

The age-old story of the little girl who asked why 
they were not taking an umbrella to the Church where 
a prayer session was to be held to appeal the Almighty 
to send rain, is typical of the age of America and its 
beliefs. The half-hearted prayers of the average boy and 
girl in the normal school and home life are not half so 
impassioned as the pleas of a mother or brother for the 
health of the sick child who suffers unbearably. And 
why? We are not used to prayer action and therefore, 
too little prayer itself. 

What is your reaction to God when prayer is an- 
swered? Too often our prayers are those of the reputed 
millionaire who convinced that he was dying, promised 
God in prayer that if his life were spared, he’d give to 
God through His Church, all the future income from his 
mills. Upon recovery, he put off the giving of the gifts 
from year to year, saying that he’d give all in a lump 
sum. Upon his death, which came suddenly, even his 
will did not favor the Church. Where can God use fail- 
ures such as that?—One who dared to ask for life, found 
his prayers answered, but forgot his end of the covenant. 
What doth it gain a man to have the whole world at 
his feet but lose his own soul in his bargaining? 

The most convincing answer to our answered prayer 
is to see ourselves in the mirror of God’s ideal for man. 
If prayer does nothing more than to bring one before a 
spiritual mirror to study self and right the wrongs, clean 
up all parts, it has truly accomplished its purpose. After 
answered prayer with its conviction then, we must make 
the turn about * * * the daily conversion following 
our daily conversation with Him, 


Thy Kingdom Come 
If the Kingdom of God is to be truly come, it must 
first come in your heart. With 10, 100 or more youths 
convinced that their prayers will be answered in true 
faith, the Intermediate Luther League can make a huge 
stride toward establishing the Kingdom throughout the 
land. 

And so, as God answers prayer, which, as one defines 
prayer as “the conquest of the Kingdom of God,” and 
makes for holiness, let us highly resolve to find the joy 
of an answered prayer. Now establish your vital rela- 
tionship with God, 


Seek and ye shall find 
Knock, and it shall be opened unto thee. 


January 24, 1937 
HELPS FOR PRAYER 
Philippians 4:13 
(By. Rev. Paul F. Obenauf, Verona, Pa.) 

To the Leader: Worship suggestions appear in the Luther League 
Quarterly Helps. In the study of prayer, it is especially necessary 
to make one’s spiritual preparation and we suggest several prayer 
periods during the devotionals. The following outline may assist in 
your building a presentation for leading the meeting using the 
material below only as when necessary. 

A. Introduction to Prayer in Action 

B. The still hour 

C. Christian fellowship 

D. The unselfishness of Christ in prayer 
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We have studied prayer in the light of Example, 
Method, Promises. Today we see prayér from the angle 
of Action. Who is responsible for your action? God 
has given you a free will in all liberty, therefore, except 
by some supernatural force, your action is self-governed. 
But there is such force in your life, i. e., Prayer. Prayer 
changes things. 

It has been known to change people. We have con- 
sidered theory. Helps for Pray-ers is practiced! It is 
action! It generates once and for all the prayer habit. 

All that helps center the mind upon God is an aid 
to prayer. All that attempts or tends to distract our en- 
tire attention to and upon God, is a hindrance to prayer. 

The writer was in a doctor’s office recently. Therein 
were the various instruments, apparatus necessary for 
testing, library, labratory, and all set in a neat, clean 
surrounding. Why does one have trust in one doctor 
more than others? The environment and surroundings 
promoted the ideal of confidence and faith in the doctor. 
Contrast with that, the picture of the office and equip- 
ment of the doctor who is too penny-wise and pound- 
foolish to invest in the proper office equipment, and we 
see and find the lack of confidence in him and his 
methods, Therefore, it is much of environment that helps 
or distracts the pray-er. 


Set Your Time and Place 

The Morning Watch, the Quiet Time, the Still Hour, 
the Vesper Bell, the Contact Period—all these terms de- 
note the habit of private devotion. 

Go not without your handbook, your blueprints, the 
Holy Word. No true, firm builder will attempt to con- 
struct without his handbook and his definite pre-arranged 
plans, 

My brother is a “ham” radio operator on an amateur 
phone band. At one time he carried a schedule of daily 
contacts. Out over the vast spaces of: open country, up 
‘and up over the mountain tops, through the spires of 
many a city, down to a little strand of wire 1/1,000,000 
of the transmitted length of the message, into the re- 
ceiver goes the word of conversation. But someone has 
to be on duty. Someone must throw the switch; some- 
one must consult the Radio Log Book and again the 
handbook to understand the message. Yes, even so God 
is eternally waiting to receive our messages, but are we 
ready to receive His answer? What does our handbook 
tell us and interpret for us about His answering message 
to our prayers? Without the definitely scheduled time 
and place the messages are but in vain. 

Luther Leaguers, join the Pocket Testament League. 
Set your time of day for prayer and meditation. Shut 
out the world as much as possible. Yes, young people, 
get down on your knees and let your heart overflow. 
Then shall come down the lines of God’s world, a mes- 
sage for each of the true believers according to his 
measure of faith. 


The House of God 

What more beautiful picture could one paint than 
that of a beautiful Church interior—the very Presence 
can almost be painted in. And yet, how much more vi- 
brant, more real and earnest would be that picture if in 
devout reverence that picture presented a crowded 
Church, crowded with worshippers in prayer. Here is 
an assembly of Christian people cooperating with and 
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through God. One sees the great torch of Christian 
Prayer triumphantly marching through the ages, while 
each worshipper carries the candle of personal devo- 
tional and private prayer, which from time to time, comes 
into contact with the great torch light to find a new 
flame again. 

Yes, to go to Church to pray is ideal; most unfor- 
tunately, we Lutherans are not universally trained in 
private Church worship. Some have left, and still do 
leave, their doors open for meditation and prayer; it 
can be trained unto our Leaguers in the larger parishes. 

Unfortunately, prayer meetings are gradually dying 
out. Could it be that we no longer need the Christian 
fellowship of prayer? Can it be a Christian carelessness? 
The joys of true Christian companionship and coopera- 
tion in a prayer group ought to create a desire in us for 
more loyal devotion. Instead, one after another, they are 
being dropped—all because we are lacking in prayer life. 


Pray for Whom? 

“God bless me and my wife, John and his wife; we 
four, no more. Amen.’ Such an attitude characterizes 
many Christians. Not willingly or purposefully selfish, 
but unthinking, we all lose one of the greatest powers 
and helps to prayer. That is missionary praying. 

To tie ourselves up with others and the best welfare 
for them is to unselfishly invite greater joys in prayer 
upon the self. “Cast thy bread upon the waters,” says 
the handbook. One young Leaguer aptly stated and com- 
pleted “and it shall come back to you well-buttered.” 
But our unselfishness can materially aid in our prayers. 

Prayer itself is naturally unselfish in the sense that 
it cannot be static and only personal. The highest points 
of life come in our giving and receiving for and from 
our friends. 

Many are the helps and aids we might mention. But 
with these few words let us habitually organize our 
prayer life into a consecrated service in the Master’s 
cause. 

Resume 

And now our January topics on Pray-ers are com- 
pleted. Doubtless you gleaned some information and 
new thoughts. We hope you have been made to feel 
more sure and more desirous for prayer with God, and, 
finally, we can only hope for a certain percentage (but 
we’re counting on you to be in that percentage) to create 
and continue the daily prayer habit. 

Not the spasmodic interrupted prayer life but the 
regular meditational period that will show us our true 
relationship with God, our Father, Oddly, but most 
truly and helpfully we shall continue to see ourselves 
grow less and less while God shall stand out greater and 
greater until our God-filled lives will show forth His 
Kingdom among us—to Him be all praise and honor. 

Ask, and ye shall receive, 


January 31, 1937 . 
CHINA—OUR PRESENT OPPORTUNITY 
II Corinthians 8:1-5 
A special service has been prepared for this Sunday. 
It is hoped that both Senior and Intermediate Leagues 
will cooperate in presenting it publicly before the con- 
gregation at the evening service; or, if your Church 
does not have an evening service, to invite everybody to 
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attend the Luther League meeting at which time the 
service should be given. 

These “services” are free on application to the 
Luther League of America. State how many copies you 
need and same will be sent. 

The service is adaptable for pageantry, a place pro- 
vided in it for five Intermediates to assist the Seniors 
assuming the chief role in the pageant. 


ja fey nya 
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The purpose of this service is to stimulate interest 
in our China Missionary Objective, and to lift an offer- 
ing toward the raising of our total of $10,000 set at the 
Charleston Bi-ennial Convention in 1935, as the least 
amount necessary to provide adequate facilities for the 
Church’s work in the T’ai Tung Chen Province. 

Let’s go, Intermediates! Play your part. Give your 


portion. Let God be praised. Let China be blessed. 


Jat fat Ja at 


The January Junior Topics 


INTRODUCTION 

The 1937 Junior Topics begin a new series of pro- 
grams on the general theme, “Guiding Juniors in Daily 
Christian Living.” 

We will see the Junior in eleven different phases of 
his life: (1) The Church; (2) Home; (3) Health; (4) 
Beauty; (5) School; (6) Play; (7) Community; (8) Citi- 
zenship; (9) Economics; (10) Vocations; and (11) 
Friendship. We will help him to live in each of these 
areas religiously, 

During the first half of 1937, we will study Religion 
(stressing a knowledge of God) and Home. 

A Teacher’s Manual is available, which contains 
material on the whole plan for the leader. 

A Topics Booklet for the Juniors’ own use will be 
available on each of the eleven units—with four on Re- 
ligion—making fifteen in all. These will be ready as 
needed for study in the Course. 

The Teacher’s Manual and the Topics Booklets on 
Religion—God, and The Home, are included in the Pro- 
gram Packet for January-July, 1937. With the material 
in the Review this gives the program material for the 
* first half of the year. 

To introduce the Course: 

1. Tell the story of the Crusades—the Children’s 
Crusade, or better still, have a Junior appointed to look 
up story in library and tell same at the meeting. 

2. Appoint the Juniors as Crusaders—Health Cru- 
saders, Church Crusaders, Play Crusaders, Home Cru- 
saders, etc., and have them report of their special activi- 
ties as this part of the study is to be given in the Topics. 

3. Stress the thought that the aim of the whole 
series is to have the Juniors live as Jesus lived. Use the 
verse Luke 2:52 as the key verse for the whole series, and 
have it constantly used in the meetings. Stress the four 
ways in which Jesus grew—physically, mentally, socially, 
and spiritually—practically covering all the areas of the 
Juniors’ lives which we will study, _ 

Get the picture, Hofmann’s “Head of Christ’ (the 
picture of the Boy Jesus in the Temple). A large one 
should be placed on the wall of your room. From the 
United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., suitable copies for your wall may be 
secured for one dollar, one dollar and a half, or four 
dollars, 

If you have the Juniors each make a scrapbook on 
this series of Topics, a looseleaf notebook is, the best. To 
each area can be added more material as it is studied 
through the series, Looseleaf books from the five-and- 
ten-cent stores, in yellow, red, green or blue will be ap- 
propriate, and this same picture—in a two-cent size, from 


the Perry Picture Company, Malden, Mass.—should be 


used on the cover. 

4. Make a set of posters for use during this Course. 
Let the Juniors gather pictures. If possible, for the first 
meeting, when the whole plan is explained to the Juniors, 
have the set explained as in the Teacher's Manual. 


5. The leader should read carefully through the 
Teacher's Manual and study it. She should also read 
the Topics Booklet for Juniors—No. 2, Religion (God) 
before starting the series. 


January 3, 1937 


WHO IS GOD? 
Exodus 20:1-3 
See the Topics Booklet, No. 2—‘*Religion (God),” and 
have the Juniors use the material there. Read over the Teacher’s 


Manual, especially the paragraphs under “‘Religion”’ and particularly 
those under the heading ““Who Is God?"’) 


Suggested Procedure 


“Before Jehovah’s Awful Throne” 

“Head of Christ’—Hofmann, exhibited 

Motto: Adoption of Motto for Course—Luke 2:52 

Story: Crusades Story told—Crusaders appointed 

Posters: Set of posters suggested, exhibited 

Conversation: Living Every Day As Jesus Would Have Us Live 

Topic: Material on Topic as given below, by the Juniors 

Topic: Thoughts from Topic Booklet, by the Juniors 

Discussion 

Report of Religion Crusaders 

Worship: Prayer, for help to live as Jesus would have us live, to 
know God better. Psalm 95:1-7, recited or read; closing hymn 
and prayer. 


(Note: 


Hymn: 
Picture : 


Topic Thoughts 

God is the Creator. We all know some Power 
greater than we made this world of ours, made all the 
mighty wonders in it, created us, gave us all our many 
blessings. 

Man, down through the ages has been trying to 
find out more of this Power or Being, and those who 
have been thinking have learned that it is God. 

And we need but open our Bibles to learn that God 
is the Creator. We have found in other lessons and in 
Bible School that the Bible has been proven without a 
doubt to be God’s Holy Word, written by inspired men. 
And the very first verse on the very first page tells us. 
that God made everything (Genesis 1:1). 

Let us review the Creation Story (Genesis 1). On 
the first day He made day and night (Genesis 1:2-5). 

On the second day He made the heavens, separated. 
the land and the sky, and put the sky over the earth 
(Genesis 1:7, 8). 

On the third day He divided the waters from the 
dry land, and planted grass and all things that grow on 
the land (Genesis 1:9-13), 

On the fourth day God made light and put the sun,. 
moon and stars in their places (Genesis 1:14- 19). 
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On the fifth day God_ereated all the birds and the 
fishes, for food and to make the world more beautiful 
(Genesis 1:20-23). 

On the sixth day God made man, in His own image, 
like Himself in form, to live in the world and enjoy all 
its beauties (Genesis 1:26, 27). ; 

And on the seventh day God, seeing that it was all 
good, rested, and blessed the day and made it holy. 

So we know that God is the Creator, for when we 
see the works of His hands we cannot believe anything 
else. And we know that He is our God, and a God not 
only of great power, to be able to create such a world, 
but a God of great love, to provide all the blessings of 
this world, its beauties and its stores of good things, for 
our every want. 


God is the One God. “I am the Lord, thy God.” 
We all know the story of Moses receiving the Ten Com- 
mandments (Exodus 19:16-25 and 20:1-18). The Hebrew 
people—God’s own people—had seen everywhere about 
them heathen idols and people worshiping all sorts of 
gods of wood and stone. So the first Commandment 
was like a mighty voice of thunder, telling them for all 
time that the God of their fathers, Jehovah, was their 
God. “I am the Lord, thy God;” “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me.” 

And if we believe, we know that these words are 
spoken to us just as firmly and as truly as they were 
spoken to the Children of Israel. 

God is the Father Almighty. When we recite the 
Apostles’ Creed, we say: “I believe in God, the Father 
Almighty.” Many things tell us that God has given us 
all that we have because He loves us. What is the mean- 
ing of this sentence? (Explanation of the First Article 
of the Creed, from Luther’s Small Catechism. If the 
Juniors know this, have it recited; if not, spend some 

. little time in talking it over.) 

God is Our Father. When we say the Lord’s Prayer 
we begin, “Our Father.” Jesus taught His followers to 
use this prayer (Matthew 6:9-14). 

God is the Giver of Every Good and Perfect Gift. 
We can trace back everything we have to Him (Matthew 
7:8-11, James 1:17). 

God is the Owner of All Things. He has created 
everything. He has given us everything for our use and 
enjoyment, but they are His and we are stewards to 
make the best of what He has given us. (Psalm 50:10-12) 
(Use the Topics Booklet, “Junior Stewards,” if you have 
a copy, and talk over these last two items.) 


January 10, 1937 
I SEE GOD THROUGH NATURE 
Matthew 6:30 
(Note: See Teacher’s Manual, under “Religion” and particularly 


the material under “God in Nature.” Note the Aim for this Topic. 
Rae also the additional material in the Junior Topics Booklet, No. 


““ li - God ” 
7 ieee Me Suggested Erpcetice : : : 
i Table—in rear of room—with poems, pictures, etc., show- 
ee ea hesdties of Nature and God’s hand in all of them. 
Worship: 
ies 'g 1-9 
Psalm 8:1- fi 
Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World F 

Conversation: Juniors tell of some beautiful things they have seen; 
how to find God in the xo of His hands. 

Material on Topic as given below, 

Topic material as given in the Topics Booklet (No. 2) 

Discussion 


“Beautiful Saviour, King of ‘Creation’ 
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Report of Religion Crusaders 


Expression: How can we show God to i i 

: others throug 

of Nature round about us? Sepp Mined 
Closing Hymn and Prayer 


Topic Thoughts 

Did you ever stop to think how sure God’s laws are? 
Winter goes, spring comes. Every morning the sun 
rises and brings light. What would you think if the sun 
made a mistake and set at noon? God’s laws never fail. 

A heavy, wet snow changed everything into Fairy- 
land. We awoke one morning to find the wet snow 
clinging to every bough of the tree, to every telephone 
wire and pole, to every bush, transforming everything into 
a thing of beauty. 

An ice storm covered the trees and twigs and every 
open spot with a coating of hail and ice which when the 
sun arose made them look like a myriad of crystals and 
turned the whole world into King Winter’s Ice Palace. 

A beautiful sunset, with its colors of violet and red, 
indigo and green, orange and yellow, all blended together, 
forms a sight that no artist, with the best of colors, 
can reproduce fully. 

We have stood before the mighty power of Niagara 
Falls; we have seen the Natural Bridge and the wonder- 
ful caves of Virginia; we have seen the islands of the 
southern seas, like great sparking jewels. Could we help 
but see in them the great power of our God, in planning 
and creating them, and His great love for us in giving 
them to us for our pleasure and use? 

Most of us have heard the mighty ocean with its 
roaring, and have stood in awe before high mountains 
and wooded hills. 

We see the sun rise every day. We watch the pass- 
ing clouds drift by. We see, each spring, the flowers 
again come through the ground and tell us of life eternal. 
Each summer we see the fruits and the fields of food 
and grain grow and ripen, and each fall we see again 
God’s goodness in giving us the abundant harvest. 

We see them as part of the world in which we live. 
But can man create such wonders? Can we not see God’s 
hand in giving us all these things? We must see God 
in them. 

Two travelers returned from a trip. They were asked 
what they saw. John replied, in a bored tone: “I saw 
green trees, blue skies, streams, flowers, birds, fields—.” 
Henry, with enthusiasm in his voice and a love for all 
of God’s beauty showing in his face, said: “I saw green 
trees and blue skies, rippling streams, lovely flowers, 
God’s birds and four-footed creatures everywhere, fields 
of ripening grain, fruits. I saw God, the Giver of all these 
blessings. He spoke to me everywhere.” Which one 
appreciated God’s gifts? 

Not only do the wonders of God speak to us of 
Beauty, but they also show us His Power and His 
Love for us. God created all things for our use and en- 
joyment, and surely when we see about us all the bless- 
ings we have, we must see Him. 

Jesus saw His Heavenly Father in Nature round 
about Him. In Palestine, an outdoor country, with 
beautiful things of Nature everywhere, He had many 
chances to learn of God through Nature. He received 
much of His education from the lilies of the field, the 
soil, the hills, the sparrows, the grass, the fishermen, the 
sower. He found “God in stones, books, in running 
brooks, and good in everything.” 
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This knowledge He used in His teachings. Just 
think of all the stories you know of Jesus teaching the 
people or preaching to them, and see how often He spoke 
of the things of Nature and used them to teach the 
lesson He was trying to teach. “A sower went forth,” 
“a mustard seed,” “lilies of the field”—these we find, and 
many more, in His teachings. Take the Sermon on the 
Mount and underscore the words that tell of Nature and 
some of God’s creatures. You will find the whole Sermon 
filled with illustrations of the things God created. 

Think of the Parable of the Sower for a moment 
(read Matthew 13:1-9), This shows us how Jesus used 
the things round about Him to teach a lesson and to 


point the way to God. Jesus was able to find God in 


Nature. 

Then let us think of the verse Matthew 6:30. God 
did not create the world just to be beautiful, or even just 
for our use. He made it for us because He loves us, 
and we should therefore trust Him and serve Him, and 
feel sure that He will take care of us if we do as He wills. 

Let us find God in the things round about us and 
then let us, through these wonders and miracles of 
Nature, tell others of His love and power, and help 
to bring them to Him. 


January 17, 1937 
I SEE GOD IN THE BIBLE 
Psalm 119:105 


(Note: Read Teacher’s Manual; note Aim for this lesson. Also 
study and have Juniors use the additional help given in the Junior 
Topics Booklet, No. 2,‘‘Religion—God.’’) 

Suggested Procedure 
Browsing Table—Slips of paper with names of the Books of the 
' Bible on them, to be put in the proper order by the Juniors, or 

some Bible pictures, from) Church magazines, the Church Calen- 
dar, etc.; paste and a scrapbook, from which a Bible Scrapbook, 
showing some of the great truths of the Bible can be made. 

Conversation: What is the Bible? Who gave it to us? Who wrote 
it? How has it come down to us? Who is it about? How do 
we find God in the Bible? 

Topic material as found below, given by Juniors . 

Topic material in Junior Topics Booklet, given by Juniors 

Discussion 

Worship: 

Hymn: ‘“‘Holy Bible, Book Divine”’ 

Daily Bible Readings for week (on Bible) discussed 

Prayer: That we may read the Bible and find God there 
Expression: Plans for more Daily Bible Reading 

Topic Thoughts 

We have seen how God shows Himself to us in the 
things He has made. Today we will think of God as He 
shows Himself to us in His Holy Word. If we search 
the Scriptures, we are sure to find God in every page, 
in every verse. 

To find God we must first of all read our Bibles. 
To come to Bible School and Junior League without 
studying God’s Word, would be like going about in this 
world with dark glasses, or with our eyes shut. We 
would not be able to get anywhere. 

Hebrews 4:12, 13 and Psalm 119:33, 34 both tell us 
about reading God’s Word daily. (Have two Juniors 
read these passages.) 

Let us find how we can find God in the Bible 
through the lessons there. Some of the Juniors will tell 
S% 

I find God-in the first books of the Bible in the 
Story of Creation. (May read several verses, or tell in 
his own words the Story of the Creation.) No one, hear- 
ing and knowing of this world and all its marvelous 


works can fail to find God in Creation. The Bible tells us 
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that God created the world. I find God in that part of 
the Bible. 

I find God in the story of Abraham, (Tells briefly 
a few facts of Abraham’s life, or reads a number of 
selected verses.) We learn from the Bible not only 
Abraham’s following God’s commands, but we read of 
the wonderful Promise which God gave him. This prom- 
ise was that some day Abraham’s followers, his children 
and children’s children, and their children, would be 
God’s people, and to them He would give the Promised 
Land. I see in this great Promise, God’s hand, and thus 
I find God in the Bible. 

I find in the story of Moses, a proof of God in the 
Bible. God needed a great leader and He showed His 
power and greatness in leading Moses and making him 
the leader of the children of Israel. God needs leaders 
today, and He is leading men and women to follow Him 
and do His work. Through such stories I find God in 
the Bible. 

I find in the whole story of the Jewish people 
another way in which God shows Himself. In our Bible 
is recorded the story of the Hebrew race, their search 
for God and in their story, I can see also the story of 
the whole world seeking a true god, and everywhere 
through that story I see the one true God. (Have briefly 
told the story of the Hebrew people, the Promise to 
them, their search for the truth, etc.) 

Turning to the New Testament, I find there in the 
story of Jesus’ life another way of seeing God in our 
Bible. Four different men—Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John—wrote this story. What are some of the facts they 
have given us? (Let various Juniors give facts until the 
thought is brought out that Jesus went about doing 
good, that He was God’s Son, that He died for us.) Four 
different men, yet all agreed on the great points in His 
life. Reading the New Testament we see God through 
the life of His Son. 

I also see God in the Bible—through the way it 
has come down to us. Written first in small parts, pre- 
served on bark of trees, written on reeds, written on 
scrolls hidden and buried for years in the dust of some 
dingy room, some stories spoken by mouth, copied 
patiently by monks and scribes, preserved to us by the 
labors of great men who studied and searched to gather 
together all the documents, and to test them and prove 
them true—all this tells me that the Bible is God’s Book, 
and therefore was preserved through the ages. 

I also see God in the Bible—in its use today. In 
this wonderful era, with all the wonderful inventions 
and miracles, with all the books written, what is still 
the world’s best seller? The Bible. What book is still 
written in “many tongues” and carried into the utter- 
most parts of the earth? The Bible. (Have a Junior 
ready to tell a few words about the work of the American 
Bible Society. Write the week before to the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York City) 

God’s commands govern my life? If I disobey the 
commands given in the Bible I surely suffer. If I fol- 
low them, I am blessed and helped. I therefore feel that 
they are sure and true, and I again find God in my Bible. 

God’s Word itself tells us God is in the Bible. A 
verse (John 1:1) tells us, “In the beginning was the 


Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was. 
God.” 
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Therefore, the Bible is- a book that I should use 
every day, and search so that I may find more of God 
and learn of Him so that I may be helped in every way, 
day by day. 


January 24, 1937 


ALL ABOARD FOR EVERYWHERE 
(By Marguerite Schmidtman) 


Indian Americans 


Materials: Order from the Women’s Missionary Society, 723 Muhlen- 
lenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Missionary Omnibus: A compilation of facts, stories, poems, for use 
in presenting the mission fields of our Church. Price, 25 cents. 

All Aboard for Everywhere: Twelve session plans by Marguerite 
Schmidtman. Used with the ‘‘Missionary Omnibus’ as a source 
book. Price, 15 cents. 

Leaflets and Picture may be ordered for 5 cents: Arriving for Church 
at Rocky Boy (picture); Yellow Bird, and The Indian’s Need 
Today. 

References: “All Aboard for Everywhere,’ pages 14 and 15; 
“Missionary Omnibus,” pages 4, 38, 55, 61 and 71. 

Preparation: After reviewing the available material, the leader 
will plan to-assign certain features of the program to the Juniors. 
The session plan outlined ini ‘‘All Aboard for Everywhere,” may be 
followed. If it is possible to display any samples of Indian hand- 
craft, have them ready. If there is in prospect a culminating’ pro- 
gram to which guests will be invited, it will be well to begin to 
look forward to this, in consultation with the group. The part of 
the session period usually devoted to activities of various kinds may 
be given to making definite plans for such a final program. 

(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade 
Department, Women’s Missionary Society) 


January 31, 1937 
CHINA 
(Missionary Sunday) 


Plan to havé your Juniors help the Seniors and Intermediates 
with a program on China, for this date. 
The Juniors may a 

Serve as ushers, dressed in Chinese costume; 

Make and distribute programs. Covers may be of yellow paper, 
with lanterns drawn and colored (program typed inside on 
white sheets); serve tea and crackers, or rice balls, after- 
ward; share in the program: : 

Sing ‘Jesus Loves Me’ in Chinese (see leaflet, “The Song 
They Sang,’’ Women’s Missionary Society, 723 Muhlen- 
berg Building, Philadelphia, Pa—5 cents) 7 

Give the exercise, ‘“Let’s Be Friends’? (Women’s Mission- 
ary Society—2 cents.) 

Tell a story of China 

Have an exhibit: 

China Map 

Far East Posters to paste, cut and color 

China Panel Posters ‘ 

Around-the-World Drawings to color—China 

China Village : 

(All this material may be secured from the United 
Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, 


Pas . 
(Note: If you cannot have a joint meeting with the Seniors and 
Intermediates, have a China meeting at your regular Junior meeting 
and use some of the material in the program, “‘Ling Tei Invites 
You To China’’—10 cents, from Luther League Headquarters.) 
(Note also that the last meeting of February is “Junior China 
Day,’ when the Junior League may give a special public program 
on China, and have an offering for the Objective. A program, is 
prepared for this meeting and is available for 10 cents.) 


THE 1937 LITTLE LEAGUERS’ PROGRAMS 


The Little Leaguers’ Programs for 1937 will appear in the 
Review each aon They will be based on the pamphlet, “‘Pro- 
grams For The Little Leaguers,” which can be secured from 
League Headquarters for 25 cents. If you use this _(pamphlet, 
follow the title of the topics, rather than the dates as given. 


January 3—ESKIMO CHILDREN 


Poster—An attractive poster may be made by mounting pictures 
of Eskimo children i ota ee eee re junk as Sa 
sf i i w Do You ow em ome to Junior Leagu 
Spee Cee A OOO oe , and You Will Meet Them.” 

Pictures—Collect any pictures of Eskimo children you can find. 
Have the Juniors help in finding pictures for these little ones by 
asking: them from time to time to bring suitable ones. _ , ’ 

Recitations—Select recitations from any book of children’s reci- 
tations that you may have, or can borrow from the Public Library. 
The short rhymes at the beginning of “Missionary Stories for Little 
Folks,” (Primary) by Margaret Applegarth, may be used. 


Hymn 
Prayer 
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Free Period—Have the pictures of Eskimo chlldren arranged 
about the room, low enough that the children can see them easily, 
and let them examine them and talk about them. 

E Remarks by the Junior Superintendent, who will introduce the 
topic by telling who these “Eskimo Children” are. 

Recitation—Selected 


Conversation—Have children answer questions about Alaska, 
after telling how the Eskimos live, what they eat, wear, etc. 


Chorus—Have a small group sing: “All The Children Of The 
World,” or “The World Children For Jesus.” 

Stories—Tell two or more Eskimo stories from Margaret Apple- 
garth’s book, ‘Missionary Stories For Little Folks” (Primary). Use 
“The House That Was Made Out Of Ice,” and “What Happens To 
The Eskimo Sun in Winter?”—Pages 204 to 209. 


Hymn—Any familiar missionary hymn. 


Lesson—Talk about these Eskimo children, how God cares for 
them, how they need to know more of Him, and how we may help 
them. The four Eskimo pictures from the series, ‘Outline Pictures 
to Color—Children of Other Lands,’ 35 cents, showing the Eskimo 
children, the homes, their games, and Jesus caring for them, would 
be fine to use in connection with the lesson. The books, “Under 
The North Star’ and ‘‘Windows Into Alaska,” which have been used 
in past years, may be available, and stories may be told from them. 


Offering—Have a march, so that all the Little Leaguers may 
pass the table on which an Eskimo house has been placed. Have 
the children put their offerings in the house. 

_ Roll Caill—Have each child answer by giving a short sentence 
telling about the Eskimo, i. e.; Eskimo children wear clothes of fur, 
Eskimos live in snow houses, etc. 


Hymn 
Closing Prayer 


Handwork—After your program the children will enjoy some . 
informal expressional activity. If you have a large group, have them 
gather in small groups around several tables. Furnish them with 
dark paper and have them cut out Eskimo figures—houses, people, 
sleds, dogs, polar bears, icebergs, etc. Give each table one large 
piece of mounting paper, and have them mount. the best objects and 
make an Eskimo Village. 

Have one table mount dark objects on white cardboard, and 
another use dark mounting board and white figures. 

Each table will work to make the best village. If the leader 
is alert, she may teach a great deal at this time. Unselfishness, help- 
fulness, and neatness may be stressed. 

These poster villages may be hung in the room for a while. Have 
a special “Little Leaguers’ Corner,’’ where their work may be placed 
regularly. Afterward it may be sent to a hospital, or put in a 
Missionary Box. 

The Eskimo sheet in “Poster Patterns,’ Milton Bradley Com- 
pany, 50 cents, will be valuable in cutting out the objects. 


Other suggestions for handwork are: 
Eskimo Straight Line Village, 50 cents 
Eskimo Built-Up Panel Posters, 50 cents. 
Around the World Drawings to Color—Alaska, 15 cents. 


Have the Juniors prepare some of this material for the little ones. 
Some of it is too difficult for the little ones to complete entirely 
themselves. Some may also be used as enrichment material in teach- 
ing, to help explain the stories. 


Special—Begin now to collect’ pictures for the third week. Have 
a number of each of the following: flowers, birds, stars, moons, 
(Dennison’s stickers work out very well), people, animals, trees, etc. 
For your handwork period give each child a piece of mounting paper 
on which you have printed: ‘‘God, the Father of All,” or “God 
Created Everything.” Then permit the children to use whatever you 
have and make something to take home that will be a picture of the 
lesson. 
Other material helpful for this purpose: 
Year Round Drawings To Color—Vegetables and fruits, wild 
flowers, birds—each 15 cents. 
Built-Up Posters—Flowers, birds, fruits, vegetables—each 50 
cents (can be used again at Thanksgiving). 
Outline Drawings To Color—Flowers, birds, 
15 cents. 


Be sure to send now for all material you will need during the 
month. Order any of the material from The United Lutheran Pub- 
lication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Save all your material carefully. If possible, have a large box 
or a closet in which to keep same. You can use it again and again. 


Birthdays—Children love to have their birthdays celebrated. Make 
a chart for each month and write the children’s names on the roll as 
their birthdays come, Learn a verse of congratulation, or a Birth- 
day Song to sing for the birthday child, 

The ‘Birthday Posters Month By Month’’—25 cents each—from 
the Publication House, are fine. 

Missionary Box—Begin a Missionary Box today. Explain your 
purpose. Have it at your meetings and place your gifts in it when- 
ever you have something. In it may be placed gifts for other chil- 
dren and spare handwork of all sorts, which others may use in hear- 
ing of Jesus. 


butterflies—each 


January 10—THE SHEPHERD PSALM 


Preparation—This and the next meeting are special memory 
work lessons. We will study the Twenty-Third Psalm, and spend a 
part of the meeting in memorizing some of the verses. The parts 
not learned in these two meetings can be memorized as memory 
periods, affording an opportunity in later meetings. 

Purchase a set of Shepherd Psalm Hand Work Color Cards 
from the United Lutheran Publication House. 1228 Spruce Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., for fifteen cents. Have these colored carefully 
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before the meeting. Perhaps the Juniors would like to do this. pe 
stead of binding them in the booklet, mount them on green card- 
board and use them in teaching. Hang them on the wall for the 
remainder of the month, Use the appropriate card as you teach 
each verse. é. d 

Worship—(about ten minutes): Use familiar material. Sing a 
hymn the children like. Have a short prayer which they know. In- 
clude the offering in this service. Do not make this a practice 
period. If the singing is not good, do not interrupt now. Practice 
your music in the music period. 

Lesscn Period—(about twenty minutes; divide this into short 
periods; tell a story; show cards; let children talk, etc.; never keep 
these little ones longer than five minutes at one thing) : Tell the 
story of The Lost Sheep. Use the handwork cards to illustrate the 
poinis of the story. Visualize the psalm. Bring your talk then to 
Jesus, Our Shepherd. Let the little ones) act out the story of the 
little lost sheep. Lead to the practical lesson—if we are His sheep, 
we will obey His voice. 

Singing Period—Learn a new hymn. Choose one about sheep. 
“T am Jesus’ Lit le Lamb,” No. 556 in the Common Seryice Book, is 
good. 

Memory Period—(about ten minutes) : Learn two or three 
lines of the Psalm. (Children love to memorize, This is your 
golden opportunity. However, never let this period become tedious. 
It may be necessary to shorten it some time. When the little ones 
grow restless, introduce a marching song, or some good motion 
exercise.) 

Handwork—(about fifteen minutes): Make a picture frame of 
colored paper. Mount a suitable picture, such as Hofmann’s “Good 
Shepherd” (get the one-cent size Perry Picture.) 


Closing—(about five or ten minutes): Do you always close 
your meetings in the same way? If you do, decide now to vary 
your method. Gerrit Verkuyl’s book, “Children’s Devotions,’ con- 
tains many valuable prayers. Try having the children repeat each 
line after you have said it. 


Note: For the fifth meeting of the month you will need pic- 
tures. Select pictures of Jesus and the children, and pictures show- 
ing His love for little children. Study ‘Pictures In Religious 
Education,’ by Fredericka Beard. Send now for catalogues from all 
the picture publishing houses: W. A. Wilde & Co., Boston, Mass; 
Perry Picture Co., Malden, Mass.; Brown & Co., Beverly, Mass. ; 
New York Sunday School Commission, 73 Fifth Ave., New York 
City; Thomas Nelson & Sons, 381 Fourth Ave., New York City 
(publish colored wall pictures). And do not fail to get a list of the 
pictures by Margaret Tarrant from Hale, Cushman and Flint, Boyls- 
ton St., Boston, Mass. 


January 17—SAVIOUR LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US 


Pictures—Hang on your wall space (a strip of corrugated paper 
or dark green denim, low enough for the little ones really to see 
and be able to handle the pictures) all the pictures of sheep you 
can find. Use “‘The Good Shepherd’ and other shepherd pictures. 
Remove everything else from the wall. 


Worship—Select hymns and Scripture lesson about sheep. Have 
the worship period conducted while children are gathered in a 
eircle around the sheep and lambs. Talk about dangerous rocks 
and mountains. The lambs have to mind the shepherd. Mind means 
“to obey.” Talk about the dangers when lambs do not mind, etc. 
Lead up to prayer (to be repeated after leader) : 


Little lambs so white and fair 
Are the shepherd’s tender care, 
Now he leads their tender feet 
Into pastures green and sweet. 


Now they listen and obey, 
Following where He leads the way. 
Heavenly Father, may we be 
Thus obedient unto Thee. 


—From “Songs and Games For Little Ones” 


Music: Teach Lamb,” 


Service Book. 
Memory Work: Learn more verses of the Twenty-Third Psalm, 


Lesson Period: After the conversation is over, insist upon ab- 
solute quiet, and tell, vividly, the story, “David, The Shepherd 
Boy,” from Stewart’s “‘Tell Me A True Story.” 


Impress the love the shepherds have for their sheep. Then ask 
the children to tell you the first line of the hymn they have memo- 
rized. Lead in that way to Jesus, the Good Shepherd, Who loves and 
cares for us, His lambs. 


Handwork: Have each child make a sheep out of heavy paper. 
Fasten a half inch strip of cardboard to the back so that each will 
stand. When the sheep are finished (which ‘should only take about 
ten minutes, if you have the materials ready) take the children to 
the sand table. The teacher will furnish the shepherd. Build a fold 
of) blocks. Arrange the sheep in pasture, etc. This may be just as 
elaborate as you wish to make it. Add trees, lake, hills, etc. 

Closing: Close around the sand table with the Twenty-Third 
Psalm and a prayer. 


“Seeing I Am Jesus’ from Common 


January 24—GOD: THE FATHER OF ALL 
Preparation: Purchase a set of Handwork Creation Story Cards 
and Teacher’s Book (20 cents) from the Publication House for this 
lesson. Also have ready the pictures suggested in Note under Pro- 
gram for January 3, 


Worship: Lead the little ones in a prayer you wish them to 
learn to pray jn unison. Have copies of this prayer distributed 
after your meeting, so that the children may learn it at home. Make 
a feature of the offering today. Have two children appointed ushers 
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who will take the offering and bring it forward. Teach the children 
to do this in an orderly manner, and offer a prayer when the 
baskets are brought to the front. 

Lesson: Use your cards to illustrate as you tell the story. The 
teacher’s book will be all the help needed for a story. 

Music: Continue the hymn started, and review an opening or 
closing worship that is not well done. 

Memory Period: Continue some of the verses of the Twenty- 
Third Psalm. 

Handwork: Make the poster, “God, The Father Of All,” sug- 
gested at the close of Program for January 3. Put all the pictures 
you have gathered at the disposal of the children. Allow them to 
make their own poster, select the pictures, using their own ideas. 
The leader may print the subject in large letters at the top of the 
card. Otherwise let the poster be the children’s own work. En- 
courage them by taking it to the Junior group and showing them 
what the little ones have done, or post it on the wall of the Junior 
Department of the Sunday School. 


January 31—CHRIST BLESSING LITTLE CHILDREN 


Preparation: Make this a “Story Hour.” Advertise it with 

special announcement in your Church paper. Have at least one 
large poster in your Sunday School room the week before. Send a 
written invitation to all Sunday School classes of children of proper 
age. 
a Invite a few of the Luther League girls to help you. Have each 
one prepared to tell two stories. ““The Quest of the Children,” from 
Mary Stewart’s “Tell Me A True Story,” should be one of the 
stories told in each group. 

Have your pictures of Jesus and children ready also. 

Worship: Select familiar hymns. You will doubtless have visi- 
tors who are not familiar with the songs and prayers of the Little 
Leaguers, so choose those used in Sunday School. It is better for 
you to lead the children in a short prayer (they may repeat it 
line after line if you wish) today. Do not attempt your regular 
opening worship today. 

Story Period: Omit your singing and memory period and group 
immediately in circles after the opening. Do not have the circles 
too large. Have the girls take charge and tell stories to the groups. 
Allow about fifteen minutes for the stories. 


March: After the stories have a march to rest the children. 


Leader’s Story: Reassemble after the march as at the opening, 
in a group. At this time the Superintendent will have her talk. Use 
the Scriptural account of your story. Do not attempt to enlarge or 
improve the account. Use it in the direct words. See Matthew 19:4; 
Mark 10:13; Luke 9:47. 


Pictures: Allow the children now to talk freely. about Jesus 
loving the children and show the pictures. You will be rewarded for 
any trouble you may be put to getting the pictures, if you follow 
this plan. After hearing so much about Jesus and His love for 
little children the Little Leaguers will appreciate the pictures more 
than you can imagine. 

Close your picture study with Copping’s “Hope of the World,” 
and then give a missionary turn to the meeting. 

Handwork: Give each child a small picture of “Christ Blessing 
The Children,” (Hofmann) Perry Picture Company, and some mount- 
ing paper. After they have mounted the picture, let them choose 
whether they will take the picture home or whether they will add 
it to a Missionary Box, to send to boys and girls who do not know 
that Jesus loves them. 


Closing: Sing “There's A Friend For Little Children” and 
pray the Lord’s Prayer. 

Note: Have a Missionary Box at this meeting. Have the chil- 
dren march up to the box and place their gifts in it after the hand- 


work session. Do not insist upon them sending the picture, if they 
wish to take it home. 
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|| THE BALTIMORE MoTHERHOUSE || NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Trains Young Women for the “A Good College for Men and Women” 


DEACONESS CALLING Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR xm saa oa aan and a 
n the heart of ‘The Iodine Center of the Nation’ 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS i 
Thorough courses leading to A.B. and B.S. degrees. 
Send For Literature and Particulars Able faculty, adequate equipment, home-like atmosphere, 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE well-balanced program of student activities, healthful climate. 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL Very Moderate Expense 
Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Muhlenberg College 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 


A standard liberal arts college of the highest grade, ap- 
proved by The Association of American Universities. A 
Strong scholarly faculty. Excellent preparation for those who 
will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
Teaching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building off character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For catalog and information, write to: 
Robert C. Horn, Ph.D., Litt.D. - - Acting President 
Harry A. Benfer, A.M. - - - - - Registrar 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


Roanoke College 


FOUNDED 1853 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 
FULLY ACCREDITED 


B.A. and B.S. Degrees Pre-Professional Courses 
Superior Standards Unusual Cosmopolitanism 
Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


; 
: 
. 
: 


For Catalogue write either 


Emily E. Swettman, George F. Dunkelberger, Ph.D., 
Registrar Dean 


Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


Prowl 
TO INSURE THE F UTURE Have You Enrolled As a 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE Contributing Member 


ORGANIZE oes 


Sustaining Membership Fund 
JUNIOR 


9 to 12 Years 


for the year 1937? 


Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 


INTERMEDI ATE Membership by the payment of 


$1.00 per Year 


12 to 16 Years 
AINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
LUTHER LEAGUES neat Pile W. Howard, Chairman 


For Complete Information, Write to Send All Funds to 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 


MUHLENBERG BUILDING PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Order a Supply Now 


Luther League Emblem Seals 


No order accepted for less than 
twenty-five cents. All prices postpaid: 
This amount may be made up of as- 
sorted sizes. Remittance must accom- 
pany order. Prompt shipment. 


Number 3—Full Colors 


Number!st=<-Pull. ‘Colors .5:25.arais.areseucra'cl esa) np rotten «esata Mia eis siete OR aE 4 cents each 


No, 5—Full Colors...$2.00 per 106) 


No. 7—Plain Blue Color 
$1.00 per 100 


Number 4—Full Colors...... $2.50 per 100 


No. 6—Full Colors 
$1.75 per 100 


Number 9 
Number 8 Plain Blue Color 
Plain Blue Color 90 cents per 100 
Number. 2=—Mull. Colorsis .:s 0'. ssw cala cate piss $3.25 per 100 vO conta par £00 Number 10 
Full Colors 
$1.75 per 100 
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